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Religiöse Ideale im Konflikt mit gesellschaftlichen Realitäten (Quellen und Forschungen zur 

württembergischen Kirchengeschichte Band 18). bibliotheca academia Verlag: Epfendorf 

2003. 

 

During the second half of the 18th century, two important developments occurred in the state 

church of Württemberg. Although pietism had entered Württemberg at the end of the 17th 

century, the private meetings which now are regarded as typical of the pietism in 

Württemberg did not exist in many villages until around 1750. Towards the end of the 

century, a strong separatist movement developed with which state and church were 

confronted. Many people turned towards this movement to live their faith outside of the 

church.1 

One of the most important Separatists leaders was Johann Georg Rapp, a linen weaver from 

Iptingen near Maulbronn. He developed such a strong appeal that the number of his followers 

in the Duchy of Württemberg was estimated by outsiders as between 10,000 and 12,000 

persons. Since about 1785, a growing Separatist group formed around the linen weaver who 

emigrated to the United States in 1803 to realize his religious ideas. His three consecutive 

communities Harmony in Pennsylvania, New Harmony in Indiana, and Economy, once again 

in Pennsylvania, developed into much visited model economies.2 

Two researchers have done extensive research about Johann Georg Rapp and his movement. 

The protestant minister Viktor Rauscher (1833-1920) of Iptingen wrote an extensive essay 

about the most famous son of his parish. His opinion of Rapp seems remarkably balanced 

because he doesn’t regard him just as a sectarian and apostatizer.3 

 
1 About the motivation of groups criticizing the church see Martin Scharfe: Über die Distanz unserer 

Volksklassen zur offiziellen Religion. Beispiele aus dem württembergischen Protestantismus des 18. 

Jahrhunderts. BWKG 83/84, 1983/84. 
2 Hermann Ehmer: Harmonie und Ökonomie. Georg Rapp und die Harmoniegesellschaft in Württemberg und 

Amerika. Beiträge zur Landeskunde 2/April 1976. P. 11-15. 
3 Viktor Rauscher: Des Separatisten G. Rapp Leben und Treiben. Theologische Studien aus Württemberg 1910. 

P. 253-313. 
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The American professor of German Karl J.R. Arndt (1903-1991) studied Rapp’s history for 

decades and published extensive editions of original documents which are most valuable and 

indispensable for any research in Harmonist history. Arndt also analyzed the Harmonist’s 

archives at Harmony, parts of which he had rediscovered. He published lots of documents 

which are also important for the history of the church of Württemberg. But there are two 

limitations: Despite his extensive research of records in communal, church and state 

archives,4 Arndt put the emphasis on the development of the society in America. Obviously 

he considered the years until the emigration to America rather as a prelude of an early 

Christian community under the leadership of “Father Rapp” in the United States. Arndt 

considered any criticism of the Separatists leader a lack of religious understanding and piety. 

One only learns bits and pieces about the early times in Iptingen since neither the political 

situation of the times nor the local conditions have been considered. Arndt noticed this 

deficiency himself; in the preface of his book George Rapp’s Separatists he complained that 

nobody in Württemberg had explained to him neither the structure of a Württemberg village 

in the 18th century nor the functions of certain office holders like the administrators of the 

local church property [Heiligenpfleger] or judges of the church convent. It is therefore 

understandable that he only researched the visitation records in the state archives. Therefore, 

all details about events in the village like the quarrels between the pastor and the magistrate 

escape him. But it is obvious that some explanations in Rapp’s biography can be deduced 

from those circumstances. 

Also, in his book Arndt almost exclusively published sources concerning Johann Georg 

Rapp himself. He therefore practiced the often exercised habit of Pietist history writing to 

ignore tensions within the group in order to not jeopardize the supposed unity. Arndt 

emphasizes the importance of Rapp in his beginnings and tends to question the seriousness of 

the persons and organs of church and state with whom he was confronted. Therefore, his 

extensive documentary history which undoubtedly represents a most impressing body of work 

- and an essential basis for this essay - can only be the base of a well-founded research and 

description of Johann Georg Rapp and his followers during the early years in Germany before 

they emigrated to the United States in 1804 and 1804. 

A book on the local history published in 1986 by the former mayor of Wiernsheim, Karl P. 

Seeger, includes a paragraph about the Rappists without conveying any new knowledge.5 

 
4 Karl J.R. Arndt: Georg Rapp’s Separatists.  A documentary history.  Worcester/Massachussetts 1980.  Contrary 

to his statement in the preface Arndt obviously neither read nor published the sources from the local parish 

archives at Iptingen not found anywhere else (maybe he only used the church registers). 
5 Karl P. Seeger: Wiernsheimer Heimatbuch Hg. von der Gemeinde Wiernsheim. Wiernsheim 1986 
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Seeger is concentrating too much on Rapp without taking into account that even in Iptingen 

not everybody separating from church followed Rapp. After Rapp emigrated to America there 

still existed a Separatist group at Iptingen. 

The purpose of this essay is to show the development of Separatist leader Johann Georg 

Rapp and the Separatists meetings in Iptingen as much as this is possible with the available 

sources. The aforementioned works are the basis for this undertaking. This article is not only 

based on Rauscher and Arndt but also on previously unpublished documents from various 

archives, attempting to consider the contemporary situation in the village.6 

 

Iptingen 

 

The village of Iptingen lies in a narrow valley between high mountain ranges; a creek flows 

through it from Southwest to East; the village has a rectagular shape from South around a 

projecting hill towards East, the longer side stretches to the South, the shorter one to the 

West; church and ministry are situated at the meeting point of both sides, on the border of the 

fields. 

The village has a good climate, offering excellent water. It takes three quarters of an hour to 

reach the neighboring village of Mönsheim where two mountains have to be passed. Another 

bigger mountain is separating Iptingen from Grossglattbach which is also three quarters of 

an hour away. A steep way leads to Nußdorf, ¾ of an hour away. Weisach is an hour away, 

over a mountain through the forest, but the roads are very bad. 

Conditions for agriculture are pretty good. There are 180 acres of meadows, most of the 

fields are very steep and full of stones but nevertheless very productive. A rather good wine 

grows on the mountain which runs from West to East but the vineyards lack the necessary 

care. There are sufficient forests belonging to the village.7 

This is the description of the local minister of Iptingen in a report about the village from 

1828 who drew a rather optimistic image of his parish. As in all times, there were great social 

differences between different groups of the population. Although vine growing offered 

usually better profits than field work or dairy farming it required a substantially higher 

amount of labor. In the Duchy of Württemberg, all the children, male and female, inherited 

the same share of their parent’s fortune. The fields were divided over and over again which 

 
6 Thanks to Paul-Friedrich Saalmüller, minister at Iptingen, for his generous hospitality and support during my 

research at Iptingen.  I also thank Mr Uwe Bossert, director of the Central Office of the community of 

Wiernsheim for helping me in an unbureaucratic way. 
7 LKA A29Bü 2205 (Report about parish Iptingen, 1828). 
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made cultivation difficult. Many men were forced to work in a trade besides farming. Since 

most skilled trades were already overcrowded they didn’t earn enough money to feed their 

families. 

The situation in the villages dramatically grew worse during the second half of the 18th 

century.9 Due to the heavy increase in the population there were now more people living than 

before the Thirty Years War (1618-1648).8 Since the agriculturally productive land did not 

increase as much the population many people sank into poverty. As the society was structured 

in social classes, the poorer class additionally lost any influence on political decisions in their 

community. Only the wealthiest men could be elected members of the basic local institutions, 

Court and Board. They were interrelated and related by marriage and favored the interests of 

their extended families. Court and local positions consist mainly of friends and relatives of 

the mayor, complained minister Götz in Iptingen during a visitation.9 These close 

relationships between the members of Court and Board is proved in a book of citizens in the 

Iptingen archives.10 Not only the poor suffered under these conditions but the local minister 

felt also the deficiencies in the church sector. Frequently, the administrators of the local 

church property were careless about collecting taxes and interest so they lacked money for 

church affairs. Because many taxpayers were already deeply indebted there wasn’t much to 

collect anyway; the outstanding debts of the church administrator increased steadily. 

Due to his personality, many a minister had difficulties with the mayor or the court and 

council members. Due to his academic studies he was an outsider in the village which meant 

that he was an educated but oftentimes unworldly man. Most ministers had attended church 

schools since their youth that put their own mark on them: the cloister schools and the 

Tübingen seminary. Many had grown up in a vicarage, were married to a minister’s daughter. 

Usually they owned a considerable fortune which they loaned to individuals and institutions.11 

Surely the homogeneous class of ministers was an advantage for the Württemberg Church but 

of course it could be a disadvantage in everyday village affairs. 

 
8 See Davin Warren Sabean, Social Background to ‘Vetterleswirtschaft’, in: […].  The number of inhabitants in 

Iptingen increased during three decades at about 200 (42 %).  Number of inhabitants: 470 (1759); 516 (1785); 

667 (1809). 
9 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitation 1773). 
10 Communal Archives Wiernsheim:  Book of citizens Iptingen, 1766ff.  Eberhard Fritz:  Die Kirche im Dorf.  

ZWLG 52/1993. p. 160f. 
11 See the splitting of inheritance after the passing of ministers Göz and Genter at the Communal Archives at 

Wiernsheim! Both ministers left a considerable fortune without any debts.  The fortune of minister Göz 

amounted to 8542 fl. 21 x. of which 4833 fl. 57 x. 3 h. were assets and 894 fl. 11 x. cash!  Minister Genter’s 

fortune was 12907 fl. 15 x. 1 h.  (Community Archive Wiernsheim:  Splitting of inheritance of Minister Göz 

September 30, 1779; splitting of inheritance of Minister Genter, November 5, 1802). 
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Johann Georg Rapp had been born when Wilhelm Christian Faber12 was minister at Iptingen, 

and Faber complained about the public nuisance which mayor Johannes Krämer and the court 

members caused in the village by their offensive conduct among their community.13 Minister 

Faber probably criticized the low church attendance and a lack of assistance in fulfilling his 

church duties. Although the village dignitaries improved after the rebuke by the minister the 

relationship was never the best. 

When minister Faber died in 1761, he was succeeded by the ardent pietist Friedrich Christian 

Göz. In the meantime, the mayor Johann Krämer was followed by his son, school teacher 

Johann Friedrich Krämer (1724-1799). Krämer hired a substitute teacher, Johann Michael 

Mammel (1742-1803)14 whom he left all the teaching. Again there were disagreements 

between minister and mayor. During the visitation in 1773, minister Göz complained bitterly 

about Krämer: He is of little help to the ministry; doesn’t take too much care of the poor-relief 

funds; does little for school; he attends service less often than the judges. The superintendant 

of Dürrmenz wrote in a side note: Mayor will step over anybody and disregard the limits of 

his office; he is insidious, cunning, dangerous. The visitator kindly asked him not to affect 

peace which was is the minister’s dearest wish.15 

  The background of these negative statements about the mayor were strong quarrels between 

the minister and the village dignitaries. Friedrich Christian Göz  accused the mayor and the 

judges of causing heavy damages to the parish meadows by grazing their cattle illegally and 

damaging the fences. Furthermore, he complained that the farmers didn’t pay their tithe when 

changing the cultivation of their fields. The mayor and the judges particularly tried to prevent 

the obligation to give the tithe of clover [kind of clover, in German called ‘Esper’] and 

vetches. The citizens didn’t repair the fences adjoining the parish property; if the minister 

erected a fence, they would tear it down to make a foot path. Only Christian Hörnle, who later 

separated from the church, concluded a private agreement with the minister about his rights 

on the parish fields. Those quarrels diminished the income of minister Göz who collected the 

“small tithe”, consisting of fruits, onions, bots, hemp, flax, beans and peas. All these 

 
12 Wilhelm Christian Faber, born around 1702 as son of minister Christian Faber at Riet.  Magister 1724.  

Minister in Riet 1735, in Iptingen 1746.  Died January 24, 1761, at Iptingen. 
13 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitation 1759).  Mayor Krämer “led an indecent life for some time but mended his 

ways after the minister had admonished him privately”.  “and the annoyance within the community has ended”.  

“Some of the judges also were exorbitant but improved after a reprimand”. 
14 Johann Michael Mammel, born 1742 at Malmsheim as son of Andreas Mammel, was introduced as a teacher 

at Iptingen in 1769:  HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitation 1773).  He died on December 24, 1802 (Splitting of 

inheritance at the Communal Archives Wiernsheim dated March 30, 1803).  For familiar background see 

Gerhard Wunder:  Alte Kuppinger Familien.  In:  Gemeinde Kuppingen (Hg.):  1000 Jahre Kuppingen 

(Veröffentlichungen des Heimatgeschichtsvereins für Schönbuch und Gäu e.V. Band 7).  Kuppingen 1961. p. 

142-145, particularly p. 143. 
15 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitation 1773). 
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complaints caused a thorough investigation by the Vaihingen council which increased the 

tensions even more.16 When Göz died in 1779, Andreas Genter17 was appointed minister of 

Iptingen. He changed the attitude towards the local officials completely. In the visitation 

protocols, his opinion about them was very positive, and he never more complained about 

them.18 

As early as in the late thirties of the 18th century, a Pietist movement had developed in 

Iptingen. With minister Wilhelm Christian Gmelin (1684-1746),19 a sympathizer of Separatist 

pietism came to the village. As a young vicar, he had drawn the attention of the Consistory 

because of his Separatist conviction which he had published in two books and therefore had 

been removed from his office in 1708.20 He was even forced to leave the country.21 Only after 

he had dissociated himself from the Separatist movement after his return he was ordained as 

minister in Württemberg. In 1717, he became minister of Ochsenbach but he soon got into 

trouble when he excluded many of his parishioners from the Holy Supper because of their 

offenses. The Consistory admonished Gmelin to restrain himself. But the disagreements 

increased and soon it turned out that Gmelin couldn’t stay in Ochsenbach any longer.22 

Wilhelm Christian Gmelin had worked in Ochsenbach for twenty years before he was 

transferred to Iptingen in 1738. There, he is said to have been as strict about the Holy Supper 

as he had been in Ochsenbach. Therefore he deterred many people and he was questioned by  

the Consistory.23 On the other hand, it is reported about him that he almost worked himself to 

death and gave a great amount of his fortune to the poor. Minister Gmelin must have had a 

pleasant personality.24 Soon after he assumed his office in Iptingen, he held private religious 

meetings on the request of some parishioners. During the first winter, there were already 18 

 
16 HStAS A 284/107 Bü 33 (among others seven complaints of minister Göz against mayor Krämer and the 

judges, October 30, 1767) 
17 Andreas Genter, born July 7, 1731, as son of a baker at Urach.  Magister 1754.  Minister in Wurmberg 1763, 

in Iptingen 1779.  Died September 26, 1802, at Iptingen. 
18 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitations 1779ff.) 
19 Wilhelm Christian Gmelin, born September 30, 1684, at Botnang as son of minister Johann Wilhelm Gmelin 

and Dorothee, née Betulius.  Married September 28, 1717, Dorothee Metzger, daughter of the minister of 

Ochsenbach (July 25, 1692-July 22, 1746).  Died at Iptingen April 3, 1746. 
20 Gottfried Mälzer: Die Werke der württembergischen Pietisten des 17. und 18. Jahrhunderts. Berlin/New York 

1972. P. 109f. (Nr. 846-852), 
21 Gerald Maier: Kirche und Leben im 17. und 18. Jahrhundert.  Institutionen, Personen, Alltag.  In:  Roman 

Janssen/Harald Müller-Baur (Hg.):  Die Stiftskirche in Herrenberg 1293-1993 (Herrenberger Historische 

Schriften Band 5).  Herrenberg 1993.  p. 174-177.  See Christoph Kolb:  Die Anfänge des Pietismus und 

Separatismus in Württemberg.  WVjH 9/1900.  p. 404-407.  Friedrich Jehle:  Ein schwäbisches Dichterpaar vor 

200 Jahren.  Monatsschrift für Gottesdienst und kirchliche Kunst 23/1918.  p. 192f. 
22 Paul Schmid:  Die Ochsenbacher Weiberzeche.  Zeitschrift für die Geschichte des Zabergäus. 
23 Kolb (note 32), p. 407.  There is only an indirect hint in the visitation minutes stating that the minister was told 

the order of the synod dated January 17, 1741, concerning the Holy Supper but the text is not given.  HStAS A 

281 Bü 926 (Visitation 1741). 
24 The superintendent wrote about the minister in the visitation report of 1744:  Gmelin has an exceptional 

capability of influencing the minds with a convincing power.  HStAS A 281 Bü 928 (Visitation 1744). 
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persons attending those meetings.25 Soon the number of attendants increased. In 1742, the 

superintendent of Maulbronn reported about the Iptingen assembly: Minister Gmelin holds a 

private assembly in his house on Sundays and religious holidays which are attended by 20 to 

30 persons. They sing, pray, read the bible and repeat the sermon.26 Possibly the roots of 

separatism in Iptingen date back to minister Gmelin. Did he entirely change his attitude 

towards Separatism when he was readmitted as minister? 

After Wilhelm Christian Gmelin’s death in 1746, parishioners of Iptingen took over 

leadership of the private meetings. Nothing is known about the religious views of minister 

Wilhelm Christian Faber but his follower Friedrich Christian Göz27 was again a true pietist. 

At his previous parish of Bernloch on the Swabian Alps he had already founded a huge Pietist 

gathering.28 Göz was a very wealthy but also a very educated man with a big  private library.29 

In his new parish he found a considerable private assembly. In the visitation minutes of 1760 

minister Faber had left rather critical remarks: About 15 to 20 persons come to the private 

assembly, both on certain days of the week and especially on Sundays and holidays; they 

occasionally read a chapter of the bible and sometimes from another [religious] book chosen 

arbitrarily. They sing a song of the Ebersdorf hymnbook, and  they close with a so called 

‘prayer from the heart’. They conduct properly and avoid obvious sins. Most of them seem to 

think about such an outwardly appearance as a way to flatter themselves. Concerning their 

worldly property there is little difference between them and the other worldly-minded people. 

But apart from that you can look and hope for more good things than in the raw world from 

which they are different in character, and in that respect they strive not to do the same as the 

others.30 Soon after minister Göz started again to hold private assemblies at the vicarage. In 

his absence the gatherings were held in the house of council member Johannes Weber.31 Göz 

must have had a pleasant personality just like his predecessor Gmelin because the private 

meetings increased much during his period of office. 

 
25 HStAS A 281 Bü 925 (Visitation 1739). 
26 HStAS A 281 Bü 927 (Visitation 1742).  It is reported in 1741 that minister Gmelin preached about the Acts 

of the Apostles in the Pietist assembly.  HStAS 281 Bü 926 (Visitation 1741). 
27 Friedrich Christian Göz, born March 11, 1724, as son of office holder Johann Ludwig Göz at Assumstadt.  

Magister 1742.  Minister in Bernloch 1752, in Iptingen 1761.  Died August 8, 1779, at Iptingen. 
28 W. Claus:  Württembergische Väter, Band 2, Stuttgart 1905, p. 75f.  for the Pietist assembly at Bernloch see:  

Eberhard Fritz:  Entstehung pietistischer Privatversammlungen und Widerstand gegen die Liturgie von 1809 in 

der Superintendenz Urach, BWKG 89/1989. p. 154, 157f., 163.  HStAS A 281 Bü 1405. 
29 Communal Archives Wiernsheim:  Share of inheritances Iptingen - Share of minister Christian Friedrich Göz 

dated September 30, 1779.  There appear books estimated at 200 florins but the titles are not given.  Therefore 

Göz must have owned a few hundred books. 
30 Rauscher (Ann. 3), p 260 an contemporary sources state that the Pietist assembly was founded by minister Göz 

which is wrong:  HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitations 1759 and 1760). 
31 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitations 1763, 1768, 1773).  Visitors:  30 persons and above (1763); 20 persons and 

above (1768); 23-24 persons (1773). 
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Johann Georg Rapp: Childhood and Youth 

 

On November 1, 1757, a son was born as second child of Johann Adam Rapp and his wife 

Rosine who was named after his grandfather Johann Georg.32 To avoid confusion with 

another citizen of Iptingen with the same name (who also was a weaver) Johann Adam Rapp’s 

son usually was called “Räpple” - a name which was also used by his followers later on. The 

boy was followed by three more children, two daughters and a son.33 

The family was very poor. This is already visible in the inheritance share documents of 

Rapp’s grandfather Hans Jörg Rapp (1678-1751) who had left very high debts.34 Therefore, 

his father Johann Adam Rapp (1720-1771) belonged to the lower social class of the village.35 

Five years after the death of his father he married a poor citizen’s daughter from Mönsheim, 

Rosine Berger.36 The couple had problems supporting their family; it seems that they 

sometimes were striken by hunger. At school, Johann Georg Rapp is said to have been very 

bright but also very stubborn. Unfortunately, there exist no documents about the school 

reports of the children during this time.37 Later on, minister Genter remembered that the 

Separatist leader had already been a “brooder” as a schoolboy.38 Early on, narcissistic 

tendencies with a strong religious motivation surfaced as well as a desire to dominate others.39 

Viktor Rauscher tells a quite believable anecdote that even as a boy, Johann Georg Rapp let 

others work for himself while he gave a sermon. Later on, even his enemies saw the rhetoric 

abilities as essential for the tremendous appeal of the Separatist gatherings led by Johann 

Georg Rapp. 
 

32 Parochial archives at Iptingen:  Book of baptisms.  Godparents:  Hans Jakob Flattich, farmer, and his wife 

Anna Dorothea, née Deyß.  Rapp himself always said that he was born on October 28. 
33 Children of Hans Adam and Rosine Rapp, née Berger:  1. Marie Dorothea (October 11, 1756, died soon after 

birth); 2. Johann Georg (1757-1847); 3. Elisabeth Dorothea (August 7, 1760,  November 27, 1804, emigrated 

to USA 1817)  I 1797 Johann Jakob Vogelsberger, farmer and vintner (+1799),  II 1804 Georg Christoph 

Lautenschlager, butcher from Flacht;  4.  Adam Rapp (March 9, 1762, died on the voyage to USA); 5. Marie 

Barbara Rapp ( October 21, 1765, emigrated to USA May 3, 1817).  See Arndt (note 4), p. 262f. 
34 Communal Archives Wiernsheim:  Shares of inheritances Iptingen - Share of Hans Jörg Rapp dated January 5, 

1752. 
35 Ancestors of Johann Georg Rapp: 

I.  Hans Rapp, Nußdorf (1620-1696)  I ?,  II Elisabeth Fiedler 

II.  Hans Jörg Rapp, Nußdorf  1677 Margarete Schuler 

III.  Hans Jörg Rapp (October 23, 1678 - December 2, 1751), stepson of Stefan Rieger   July 25, 1707 Barbara 

Rieger (+January 1753), daughter of counsel Matthäus Rieger 

IV.  Hans Adam Rapp (May 13, 1720 - May 16, 1771)  October 12, 1755, Rosine Berger (+February 1, 1796), 

daughter of linen weaver Jakob Berger. 
36 Communal Archives Wiernsheim:  Shares of inheritances Iptingen - Wedding property register of Johann 

Adam Rapp and Rosine Berger dated 24 January 1756. 
37 During the first half of the 18th century the performance of the school children is included in the minutes of the 

church convent.  
38 Rauscher (Ann. 3), p. 259. 
39 Report of Secretary Wiedersheim about Separatists in Iptingen (Supplement to visitation report), 1804.  Arndt 

(Note 4), p. 453. 
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When minister Friedrich Christian Göz came to Iptingen, Johann Georg Rapp was just four 

years old. The thirteen-year-old boy lost his father who died at the age of 51 on May 16, 1771, 

and like the grandfather left his heirs a mount of debt. In the following spring, on Sunday 

Quasimodogeniti, April 26, 1772, Johann Georg Rapp, along with four other boys and five 

girls were confirmed by minister Göz.40 Simultaneously, he graduated from school and 

apprenticed in the trade of linen weaver. 

Minister Göz must have made a strong impression on the boy, maybe he even was kind of a 

father figure to him. It is not clear whether Johann Georg Rapp attended the Pietist assembly 

at this early age.41 Most certainly did the strained relationship between the minister and the 

village dignitaries influence Rapp immensely. During a time of great tensions between the 

municipal authorities and members of the lower class - especially after the famine of 1771 

about the distribution of common land to poor families - critical remarks of the minister about 

mayor, court and council must have impressed a poor village boy very much. On August 8, 

1779, minister Göz died of apoplexy.42 His successor was Andreas Genter who viewed the 

men of the village upper class in a more favorable light from the very beginning. After 

minister Göz had passed away, the Pietist assemblies were held regularly in the house of the 

wealthy farmer Johannes Weber. They weren’t different from other such assemblies in 

Württemberg. Besides bible texts sections of the devotional books by the popular Pietist 

authors Immanuel Gottlob Brastberger and Friedrich Christoph Steinhofers Erklaerung der 

Epistel an die Hebräer (explanation of the epistles to the Hebrews) were read.43 

Most probably the young linen weaver did not live in the village anymore when minister 

Göz died. He left his family to earn money elsewhere.44 These travel years must have 

happened after 1777 because his attendance of the Holy Supper has been recorded for the 

years 1772 to 1777.45 There was no mandatory traveling time for linen weavers. The young 

lad probably went looking for jobs abroad so he wouldn’t be a burden to his family.46 

It is unknown where Johann Georg Rapp lived while he was abroad. Did he visit the 

Netherlands with their numerous religious groups, or the Separatists on the lower Rhine river? 

Maybe he first got in touch with Separatist circles during this time. On the other hand, there is 

 
40 Parochial archives at Iptingen:  List of boys and girls confirmed. 
41 This is stated in some contemporary sources:  see Arndt (note 4), p. 164.  But Rapp said that he felt a strong 

religious anxiety from 1780 on.  Rauscher (note 3), p. 260. 
42 LKA A29/2202/1/26. 
43 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitations 1779, 1784). 
44 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitation 1785); Arndt (note 4), p. 74.  See Rauscher (note 3), p. 259.  Around 

1784/85 about 15 persons were absent from Iptingen, and the absent inhabitants were not counted in the number 

of inhabitants from 1785 on (HStAS A 281 Bü 935, Visitations 1784/85). 
45 Parochial archives at Iptingen:  communion register.  Most probably, Rapp was absent from Iptingen from 

1777 through 1779. 
46 Thanks to Dr. Hermann Ehmer, Stuttgart. 
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no mentioning in any sources about his traveling years being the decisive factor in his 

separation from the church. Rapp himself told of a wicked life during that time; he said he 

was a truly asocial atheist. It is unknown how long his traveling time lasted, but after years 

abroad the young man returned to his home to work in his profession. According to his own 

words he had problems adjusting to the strict order of the church, obliging him to attend the 

services and the Holy Supper regularly.47 He returned home as the naughtiest man, upon 

which the minister advised him to stay away from the Holy Supper until he improved himself. 

His mother apologized to the minister for her son’s naughty behavior. Rapp did indeed attend 

the Holy Supper again.48 Suddenly, he changed completely and after a conversion began to 

attend the Pietist assembly in the house of farmer Johannes Weber. A sign of his religious 

searches was his strong inner restlessness.49 Maybe these developments are connected with 

the choice of his bride. His final conversion happened in the year of his marriage.50 

At the age of 25, Johann Georg Rapp married Christine Benzinger from the nearby village of 

Friolzheim on February 4, 1783. She was the daughter of the late local judge and 

administrator of local church property Johannes Benzinger. The wedding was held in the 

bride’s home village which was 11 kilometers (about 6 miles) away from Iptingen. Most 

certainly did Rapp meet his wife at the Pietist assembly at Friolzheim.51 Among her dowry 

there was a copy of the Schatzkästlein [Treasure Chamber] by Philipp Friedrich Hiller. 

Economically, it was a good catch for the linen weaver since the bride brought along property 

and cash at least three times as much of worth than the groom’s. Besides much more and 

much better clothes and household items she also owned 500 florins in cash which she earned 

by selling her property in Friolzheim.52 Although the bridegroom was obliged to deliver a 

considerable amount of natural produce each year to his mother-in-law in Friolzheim, he 

nevertheless did not belong to the poorest people in the village anymore. Even though his 

property was still considered as rather small later on the hard times of bitter poverty were over 

for good. 

In connection with his marriage, Rapp officially became a citizen of Iptingen which implied 

certain rights but also certain duties. On December 22, 1783, a son named Johannes was born 

and baptized in church. Two years later, on February 10, 1785, daughter Rosine was born, and 

 
47 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitation 1785); Arndt (note 4), p. 74. 
48 Parochial archives at Iptingen:  KKP April 15, 1785; Arndt (note 4), p. 67. 
49 Rauscher (note 3), p. 260. 
50 Arndt (note 4), p. 71f. 
51 Arndt (note 4), p. 77. 
52 Communal Archive Wiernsheim:  Wedding property register dated August 17, 1783. 
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although the parents had in the meantime separated from church they had her also baptized in 

church.53 

According to the Iptingen communion records the Rapp couple attended the Holy Supper 

twice after their marriage.54 Then they ‘separated’ and founded their own assembly. From the 

beginning on, Christina Rapp eagerly supported her husband, shared his Separatist 

convictions and regarded him as a true child of God.55 In accordance with the contemporary 

stereotypes about females, minister Genter considered her a weak tool of her husband, 

describing her as stubborn and obstinate.56 Contrary to her daughter-in-law, Rapp’s mother, 

Rosine Rapp, stayed with the church until she died in February 1796. 

 

The turn towards Separatism 

 

Still a bachelor, Johann Georg Rapp had joined the Pietist private gatherings of Johannes 

Weber. Since his bride came also from Pietist circles, the couple attended the edification 

sessions together after they got married. This meeting was still considerably large, and 

according to a report of 1785 it counted 25 attendants.57 Soon after, Rapp and Weber gotinto 

an angry dispute because the linen weaver accused the council member of vanity because of 

his wealth. Johann Georg Rapp accused Weber of miserliness and said that one must exorcise 

the devil in himself before he can exorcise it in other people.58 

  They broke up. First, the Rapp couple left the Pietist assembly at Johannes Weber’s. Johann 

Georg Rapp left “probably because he (Johann Georg Rapp) wanted to be a leader and 

teacher himself”. Soon after, Christian Hörnle and Michael Conzelmann also left the 

assembly to join Rapp. Under the guidance of Johann Georg Rapp, which according to reports 

of the time was a miserable task for him, a separate Separatist assembly evolved.59 In the 

meantime, Rapp met the famous pietist Johann Michael Hahn60 in 1785 at the city of 

Tübingen while he visited sick brethren: “He admits to have said: Nobody is allowed to teach 

 
53 Parochial archives at Iptingen:  Register of baptisms.  Both children had the same godparents:  farmer 

Johannes Hörnle, his wife Maria Elisabeth and widow Anna Maria Hermann from Friolzheim. 
54 Parochial archives at Iptingen:  Communion register.  The couple received the Holy Supper on Palm Sunday 

and on the 6th Sunday after Trinity 1783. 
55 See Arndt (note 4), p. 133f. 
56 Parochial archives at Iptingen:  KKP April 15, 1785; Arndt (note 4), p. 70. 
57 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitation 1785); Arndt (note 4), p. 77.  Contrary to the decree of 1743 men an women 

assembled in the same room. 
58 Rauscher (note 3), p. 260.  Arndt (note 4), p. 110. 
59 Ledderhose, p. 112-115.  Letter of Johann Friedrich Flattich to Wilhelm Friedrich and Veronika Trautwein, 

January 7, 1788.  See Hermann Ehmer/Christoph Duncker:  Johann Friedrich Flattich (Quellen und Forschungen 

zur Württembergischen Kirchengeschichte Band 2).  Stuttgart 1969. 
60 Joachim Trautwein:  Die Theosophie Michael Hahns und ihre Quellen (Quellen und Forschungen zur 

württembergischen Kirchengeschichte Band 2).  Stuttgart 1969. 
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who hasn’t studied at Tübingen, and he laid the foundations for that in Tübingen when a man 

named Michael Hahn from Altdorf showed him the way. Hahn taught the linen weaver of 

Iptingen the different stages of “purification” which a Christian has to pass through. In the 

opinion of pietism researcher Hartmut Lehmann there is a fundamental difference between the 

two Pietist leaders: While Hahn was not much moved by the social forces of the times, Johann 

Georg Rapp, due to his different character, drew determined political conclusions from the 

signs of the times.61  

Soon the Separatist assembly at Rapp’s house in the Rear Alley at Iptingen drew lots of 

people. First, the three men and their wives met for a “bible lecture” on different days of the 

week but soon thereafter Rapp attracted more followers. He captivated people with his 

eloquence and persuasiveness. Even minister Genter had to admit: He leads a totally 

respectable life, has an active mind, frankness and knowledge of many subjects; but it can’t 

be denied that according to the records a great dose of vanity is the reason for his behavior.62 

Now the separation of the Rapp couple could no longer be concealed. On April 15, 1785, both 

husband and wife had to appear before the church convent for a questioning.63 Even during 

the first hearing the Separatist approached the minister and the convent judges with 

unshakable self-assurance. During the questioning, the verbal skills of the Separatist showed, 

interspersed with irony and mockery. He chose his answers so wisely that he didn’t quite lie 

but he didn’t tell the whole truth either. For example, he answered the question whether or not 

he spread his principles: No! If nobody asked him he wouldn’t say anything!64 Rapp was right 

in his remark that Pietist and Separatist trends were very closely related.65 Two days after the 

trial, Johann Georg Rapp handed the minister a manuscript in which he explained his religious 

principles.66 

By that time, the Separatist movement already attracted many visitors from outside Iptingen. 

They were fascinated by several characteristics of the assembly. Contrary to the many, often 

monotonous church services which were dominated by a long sermon of the minister, 

everybody who felt the urge was allowed to talk during the Separatist meetings. A 

fundamental interpretation of the bible made the Separatists believe that they were the chosen 

few who would participate in God’s eternal paradise after the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 

 
61 Hartmut Lehmann:  Probleme einer Sozialgeschichte des württembergischen Pietismus.  BWKG 75/1975. p. 

178.  An article comparing Rapp and Hahn could lead to deeper conclusions on that question. 
62 LKA A 26/473/2 (Report to the Duke, April 28, 1790). 
63 Parochial archives at Iptingen:  KKP April 15, 1785; Arndt (note 4), p. 67-70. 
64 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitation 1785); Arndt (note 4), p. 75. 
65 That fact which can be proved by researching more Pietist individuals and groups was later played down or 

concealed by Pietist historians. 
66 Document dated April 17, 1785, see Rauscher (note 3), p. 260ff., and Arndt (note 4), p. 70ff. 
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Therefore, they favored St. John’s Apocalypse and other apocalyptic texts in the Bible and 

were looking forward to the near end of the world. This is also expressed in their hymns. 

Many of them were sung on popular melodies and accompanied by instruments like the 

zither.67 That was a huge difference to the official services where the hymns were sung very 

slowly, accompanied by an organ. Moreover, the more affluent Separatists brought enough 

food for all to the meetings, and persons in need were supported. 

Minister Genter submitted a copy of the church convent records of April 15, 1785, to the 

Common Office of Maulbronn [the Common Office consisted of the Ducal Officer and the 

Deacon of the regional church district. The name refers to the unity of the political and the 

church administration] to pass on to the synod but he never got a response. Only when he 

reported the following year that three more citizens had joined Rapp and his wife did the 

synod reply with the usual recommendation: Minister Genter should try with gentleness and 

love to divert the Rapp couple from their false views. He should warn the followers to become 

associated with them.68 

Meanwhile, farmer Christian Hörnle and his wife and shoemaker Michael Conzelmann had 

officially separated from Johannes Weber’s assembly and had become associated with Johann 

Georg Rapp. Additionally, farmer Johannes Hörnle joined Rapp. While minister Genter knew 

nothing negative about Michael Conzelmann, he had a bad opinion about the other two 

Separatists. He considered Christian Hörnle a hasty and dumbfounded man, while farmer 

Johannes Hörnle was “of worst intellect, worst will, rudest stubbornness; he has always been 

an infrequent churchgoer and a church-sleeper.69 

But the officials could not prevent the growing of the Separatist group. In November 1785, 

Johann Georg Rapp refused to swear the oath of homage which every young man who had 

come of age at 25 was obliged to swear after he became a citizen. Rapp only formally 

promised to obey his duties as a citizen and Michael Conzelmann followed his example. Both 

Separatists and everybody who joined them kept their promise to the shame of many others. 

They paid their taxes and levies on time and carried out their drudgery conscientiously.70 

One year later, thirteen-year-old Johann Christian Hörnle, son of farmer Christian Hörnle, 

behaved disobediently at school and after several months refused to attend it anymore, 

because he claimed that the Lord had revealed it to him.71 His father kept Johann Christian’s 

 
67 LKA A 26/475,2:  Report about Separatists at Strümpfelbach. 
68 LKA A 26/473,1 (Decree of the Synod, November 13, 1786).  See Arndt (note 4), p. 77f. 
69 LKA A 26/473,1 (Church Report 1786). 
70 Arndt (note 4), p. 174. 
71 Arndt (note 4), p. 144ff. 
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19-year-old brother Israel Hörnle away from children’s lessons and school.72 Soon after, 

farmer Johannes Hörnle refused to have his baby Joseph, born on May 5, 1787, baptized. 

Together with his Separatist friends he blessed the child right after birth without baptizing 

him. He resisted the authorities for weeks before he agreed to have his son baptized in church 

on June 5.73 Around 1790, 15 persons belonged to the Separatist group in Iptingen; five years 

later their number had nearly doubled to 29 people. Since Johann Georg Rapp attracted 

mostly the attendants of the Pietist assembly, soon the number of people who came to 

Johannes Weber’s house dwindled. In 1789, sometimes nobody showed up at all; two years 

later the assembly had almost vanished.74 

The Separatists contravened the rules of the Pietist edict of 1743 consistently.75 They used to 

hold meetings during church service on Sundays and holidays. From the beginning they 

caused a stir in town because they disobeyed all orders. When the meetings were held in the 

vineyard house of Christian Hörnle the Separatists marched there in a procession, displaying 

bibles and other religious books.76 Soon, they got in touch with like-minded persons from 

outside of Iptingen. For instance, it is known that Johannes Hörnle visited the Separatists in 

the village of Ehningen near Herrenberg. 

More people of Iptingen joined the Separatist gatherings. The minister estimated the number 

of sympathizers at 50 to 60 people, among them most wicked people. Although the Separatists 

never accounted for more than 5% of the town’s population, the village order appeared to be 

threatened by the Separatist movement. In the minister’s opinion, many community members 

waited how the authorities and the church reacted towards the Separatists. In the case that  

they would be tolerated he feared more people would separate. 

Similar to the Pietist assemblies, family bonds were instrumental in the spreading of 

Separatism. Basically, the Iptingen meeting consisted of several families and a few single 

persons.77 It was evident that certain families were prone to Separatist thoughts. Although, for 

example, Rosine Rapp, Johann Georg Rapp’s mother had a critical attitude towards her son’s 

convictions, her niece Elisabeth Dorothea Mann, nee Berger, separated as well. 

 
72 Arndt (note 4), p. 79. 
73 LKA A26/473,2 (Report of Superior Officer Rümelin and Special Minister Essich to the Duke, May 12, 1787; 

see Arndt (note 4), p. 102.  That event I also mentioned in a letter by Johann Friedrich Flattich dated January 7, 

1788 (see note 61). 
74 HStAS A 281 Bü 935 (Visitations 1787-1791).  Number of visitors:  3-6 persons (1787/88); 3-5 persons 

(1790).  In 1791, the assemblies were held in intervals of three to four weeks, visited only by the son-in-law of 

Johann Georg Weber, Johann Georg Schmid, and two widows. 
75 On the decree of 1743 see:  Eberhard Gutekunst:  Das Pietistenreskript von 1743.  BWKG 94/1994. 
76 Arndt (note 4), p. 98ff. (April 14, 1787). 
77 See annex:  Genealogical relations. 
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In many cases the family members of Separatists didn’t have any other choice but to follow 

their father’s or mother’s religious attitudes and habits. Both of Christian Hörnle’s sons 

refused to attend school and Sunday school (‘children’s lessons’) under the influence of their 

father and Johann Georg Rapp. This is very evident in the case of the 13-year-old Johann 

Christian Hörnle who admitted at the church convent that he followed Rapp’s advise. When 

he had still attended school his father did not allow him to learn arithmetics because that is 

only world’s wisdom.78 

Another case is very interesting since it proves a fact that has been noted in other places too: 

the radical attitude with which women adhered to the Separatist movement.79 When 

shoemaker Jonathan Walz was cited to the church convent because he kept his son Friedrich 

from children’s lessons, he blamed his wife Katharina, a determined Separatist. Genealogical 

tables of the leading Separatist families clearly show the important impact of women on the 

Separatist movement. Only if the female lines (mothers, daughters, sisters, sisters-in-law) are 

researched as well as the male ones a complete picture of the intertwined Separatist relations 

will evolve. Although women were not allowed to speak in Separatist assemblies they played 

an important role not only by supporting their husbands but also as resolute followers of the 

Separatist movement. 

 

The “prophet” of Iptingen 

 

The decade between 1790 and 1800 might be considered as peak of the Separatist movement 

around Johann Georg Rapp. Separatist groups developed in different parts of the country. 

Although all in all Separatism remained a tiny religious group in Württemberg, there were 

quite large groups in some villages in the deaneries Dürrmenz and Knittlingen. At 

Gündelbach, Lomersheim and Ölbronn groups with a strong spiritual aura were established. 

Further centers of the Separatist movement developed in the valley of the river Remstal not 

far away from the capital Stuttgart and in the southern part of the Duchy of Württemberg: on 

the Swabian Alps and in the area around the city of Balingen in the South of the Duchy.80 It is 

no accident that later on in Pennsylvania there were two hamlets founded by the Harmony 

Society near Harmony called Olbronn and Ramsthal. With the exception of the Rems valley,81 

 
78 LKA A 26/473,2 (Report of June 9, 1788) 
79 See Christel Köhle-Hezinger:  Frauen im Pietismus.  BWKG 94/1994. 
80 See Eberhard Fritz:  Pietisten und Separatisten in Frommern, in:  Stadt Balingen (Hg.):  1200 Jahre Endingen - 

Frommern - Heselwangen - Weilstetten - Zillhausen.  Balingen 1993. 
81 Fellbach:  Hans-Volkmar Findeisen:  Pietismus in Fellbach 1750-1820 zwischen sozialem Protest und 

bürgerlicher Anpassung: zur historisch-sozialen Entwicklungsdynamik eines millenaristischen Krisenkults.  
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all those areas were far away from the center of Württemberg, near the border of other 

territories. 

Several political facts probably contributed to that. The rising of  the Separatist movement 

happened in the last years of Duke Karl Eugen’s reign. After he died in 1793, his two 

succeeding brothers, dukes Ludwig Eugen and Friedrich Eugen each reigned only two years 

as old men. It was not until December, 1797, that a man in his prime of life, duke Friedrich II, 

succeeded to the throne. By then, for the first time in decades the Duchy of Württemberg was 

directly involved in a military conflict caused by the French revolution, the ideas of which 

had already been absorbed in Württemberg.82Over years, the fears of war in Europe mingled 

with crop failures. Many Pietists saw those hard times and bad events as unmistakable signs 

of the announcement of the Second Coming of Christ according to the Book of Revelation. 

Many of the Separatists set their hopes in Napoleon Bonaparte when he emerged to the most 

powerful ruler in Europe and his fame spread far beyond the borders of France. It is not 

entirely clear why Separatism grew so strong in the departments near the border of the Duchy 

of Württemberg. Where the deficiencies of the state and church administration more 

noticeable than elsewhere? Or did influences from abroad have a stronger effect here? 

A number of things point towards the first explanation. The fact that after the first hearing of 

Rapp by the church convent one and a half years passed until the proper authorities reacted 

speaks for itself. Generally an unhurried business attitude of the authorities in Knittlingen and 

Maulbronn . Probably it was not only negligence or the distance from the center of the Duchy 

which led those regional officials to behave like that. The officials just didn’t know how to 

cope with the Separatists. When they used harsh methods the Separatists resisted them with 

behavior that in modern terminology can be called ‘civil disobedience’. When Johann George 

Rapp was imprisoned in the tower at Maulbronn for two days in 1791, many of his followers 

asked to arrested with him because they were guilty of the same offences. This caused a stir in 

town, confused the authorities and may have left a feeling of powerlessness on their side. 

During a questioning by Superior Officer Seubert Rapp made the programmatic statement: I 

am a prophet by [the Lord’s] vocation.83 Of course Rapp and his followers felt confirmed in 

their convictions by any oppression they met.84 

 

Dissertation Tübingen 1985.  Strümpfelbach:  Sophie Weishaar:  Religiöse Bewegungen im Ort, in: 

Strümpfelbach im Remstal 1265-1965.  Leinfelden/Biberach 1966. P. 117-119.  Winterbach:  Alfred Nuding: 

Die Separatisten.  In: Gemeinde Winterbach (Hg.): Heimatbuch Winterbach. Ditzingen 1972. P. 119-122. 
82 Axel Kuhn: Volksunruhen in Württemberg (Aufklärung und Revolution 2).  Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt 1991. 
83 Arndt (note 4), p. 186f. 
84 Lehmann (note 62), p. 178.  This quote, which is almost word for word, does not only apply to Rapp or the 

Iptingen Separatists but to the whole movement. 
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Moreover, some officials even considered the concerns of the Separatist movement 

seriously. The famous Swabian poet Justinus Kerner reports of his father who was confronted 

with Rapp that the mutual relationship was not at all determined by enmity and contempt.85 

The officials knew far too well that some of the Separatists’ accusations against the church 

were justified. For example, when minister Andreas Genter at Iptingen criticized the 

Separatists harshly during a sermon in preparation for the Holy Supper he had to send the 

manuscript to the Consistory of Stuttgart.86 He received a sharp reprimand because he had 

lacked the necessary love and gentleness expected of a minister. But the mayor and judges of 

Iptingen urged the authorities to punish the Separatists severely. Usually, two members of the 

local magistrate were obliged to wander around the village during services in order to look for 

negligent people and send them to church. The Separatists caused so much trouble with their 

provocative behavior that the Iptingen magistrate refused to continue with those control 

walks. After their pleas to the regional authorities were ignored for six years, they threatened 

Superior Officer Seubert to send their letters directly to Duke Karl Eugen.87 

There were considerable differences between the Separatist groups in different villages. 

Some groups, e.g. at Nordheim and Horrheim, considered the French Emperor Napoleon as 

the Anointed and worshipped him as the Son of God. But although Rapp and the Iptingen 

Separatists also considered Napoleon to be sent by God they did not consider him to be the 

Messiah but rather as a ruler destined to help the true Christians. In Johann Georg Rapp, they 

had their own “Separatist Chief” whose authority reached far beyond the borders of 

Württemberg.88 Rapp frequently fellow Separatists in other villages, violating the Decree 

 
85 Justinus Kerner:  Das Bilderbuch aus meiner Knabenzeit. [1849].  Vollständige Ausgabe.  Frankfurt/Oder o.J. 

p. 195f. 
86 LKA A 26/473,2 (Sermon manuscript, probably May 1790). The decisive passage is:  II.  Whether one should 

stay away from the Holy Supper if there are unworthy persons among the communicants?  R.:   

a)  The disciples and apostles of Jesus, even when a lost one in the Lord, Judas Ischarioth shares their table, did 

not leave the Holy Supper.  How impudent and bold, proud and insufferable, arrogant is therefore the 

wicked effusive Separatists sect that they will not attend the public custom of the Holy Supper because there 

may be unworthy persons among the communicants.  The effusive sect should first prove that they are more 

worthy than others which is unbelievable since they are full of sins such as hatred and enmity, pride and 

arrogance and terrible stubbornness and despise the sermon of God’s word, they not only despise but 

blaspheme the holy sacraments and by this terrible blasphemy of the holy office of the minister completely 

demolish the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all divine orders etc.etc.  

b)  These proud saints reveal their haughtiness and impudence by claiming they are experts in matters of the 

heart who in their proud minds and supposed holiness declare others as unworthy of the pleasure of the Holy 

Supper who don’t belong to their group - what evidence!  Isn’t it possible that a person who such enthusiasts 

call unworthy and who had been a dastardly sinner before, would be so moved by the grace of God and by 

doing penance and believing to find himself worthy of being at the table of the Lord against all human 

expectations etc.etc. 
87 Arndt (note 4), p. 188. P. 192-196 (Threat of Intervention to the Duke).  p. 326. 
88 Contacts between Rapp and single persons or Separatist groups have been recorded for:  Aurich, area around 

Balingen (Frommern?) Calw, Ditzingen, Dürrmenz, Eberdingen, Ehningen, Eltingen, Endersbach, Ensingen, 

Frauenzimmern, Friolzheim, Gärtringen, Gerlingen, Großglattbach, Gündelbach, Heimerdingen, Heimsheim, 

Hochdorf (near Nagold), Horrheim, Illingen, Lomersheim, Malmsheim, Markgröningen, Möhringen, Nufringen, 
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concerning Pietism from 1743. Furthermore, he corresponded extensively with brethren in 

Württemberg and abroad but only a few of his letters have been preserved. Iptingen was not 

far away from the margravate of Baden where Separatist groups existed as well.89 But Rapp’s 

sphere of activity reached much farther than that. He corresponded with bookdealer Rodolf 

Salzmann at Strasburg, Alsace, and paid him a visit in 1801. Salzmann, who corresponded 

with many prominent persons of his time including Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and other 

Straßburg inhabitants returned the visit.90 

But Johann Georg Rapp probably influenced the northern part of the Duchy more than the 

southern part. In 1800 a movement of its own kind developed around the Separatist group in 

Rottenacker near Ehingen which was decisively influenced by Barbara Grubermann, a 

prophetic woman from the parish of Teufen in Northwestern Switzerland.91 A very radical 

movement developed in this Protestant exclave village which research so far viewed as a 

political resistance glossed over as religious. But there must have been strong religious 

impulses from Rottenacker since Separatists of this town gained many followers and founded 

meetings in other towns.  

Iptingen, though, evolved into the center of Separatism in northern Württemberg. Especially 

on Sundays, Separatists came in droves and caused trouble and disturbances even during the 

services. Soon, Rapp’s house could not accommodate the many visitors. Some walked several 

hours to hear Johann Georg Rapp preach. Therefore, the Iptingen Separatists followed the 

military use of billeting and accommodated a certain number of visitors each while the 

visitors brought food with them. Eventually, Rapp was said to keep some of the natural goods 

for himself and to live on other’s expenses by confiscating food and money from the offerings 

which were estimated at 60 to 80 florins each Sunday. Later on, he was accused of making his 

followers work on his fields at minimal wages to increase his fortune. While Johann Georg 

Rapp still lived in Iptingen he was able to refute these accusations, especially since the 

magistrate members of Iptingen had no proof whatsoever. A former Separatist cleared him of 

these incriminations. 

 

Oberriexingen, Ölbronn, Pfullingen and surrounding area, Poppenweiler, Renningen, Rohrbronn, Roßwag, 

Schnait, Schorndorf, Sersheim, Strümpfelbach, Unterriexingen, Vaihingen, Walddorf, Wiernsheim and 

Winterbach.  LKA A 26 Bü 473,2, Bü 474-481; Parochial archives at Iptingen:  KKP July 2, 1792. 
89 Research of Separatism in Württemberg should not ignore the area beyond the border.  For example, there 

have been many confirmations of connections between the Separatists in Württemberg and Baden. 
90 Arndt (note 4), p. 323, 342.  On Salzmann and his circle in Strassburg:  Uwe Schmidt:  Südwestdeutschland 

im Zeichen der Französischen Revolution (Forschungen zur Geschichte der Stadt Ulm 23).  Ulm 1993. p. 186ff. 
91 Hermann Hafenbrak:  Separatisten in Rottenacker.  Literarische Beilage des Staatsanzeigers für Württemberg 

1881. - Eberhard Fritz:  Separatisten und Separatistinnen in Rottenacker.  Eine örtliche Gruppe als Zentrum eines 

“Netzwerks” im frühen 19. Jahrhundert BWKG 98/1998. 
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Many contemporaris, among them the officials and ministers concerned, were quite 

impressed by Rapp’s strong personal charisma, and according to minister Genter he was 

characterized by a prodigious glance.92 Rapp possessed a manifold knowledge and great 

rhetoric abilities. Furthermore, his fortune increased so much around 1800 that he was now 

one ofthe wealthiest citizens of Iptingen93 which supposedly increased the self-esteem of the 

farmer’s son who had grown up in dire poverty considerably. Besides, Rapp knew how to 

surround himself with suitable people, the most prominent example being his adopted son 

Friedrich Reichert. 

Spiritually, the Separatist movement reached its climax during the last decade of the 18th 

century. Towards the end of the century, the movement had taken a substantial form. The 

church and state offices considered the movement as an independent ‘church’ with its own 

jurisdiction. It is unclear whether this description is true because only very few of the 

movement’s own records have been preserved. When the Separatist leader Rapp could not 

attend meetings at other villages in person, he wrote letters which circulated among the 

different groups. However, it is impossible to figure out nowadays whether Rapp had any 

disciplinary power over his fellow Separatists before they emigrated to the United States. 

Naturally, Rapp with overpowering personality was the dominant leader in his home village. 

At Iptingen the Separatists developed an own language and way of thinking which was 

evident during the hearings at the church convent. Besides their absence from church service 

and from the Holy Supper, the Separatists violated the ecclesiastical rules in three different 

ways: they kept their children from attending school, they didn’t allow them to get confirmed, 

and finally three men baptized their newborn babies themselves. In connection with that, it is 

interesting to note that contrary to many other parishes in Württemberg neither the Separatists 

nor the church-friendly members of the community resisted the introduction of the hymnbook 

of 1791. In Pietist circles that new hymn book was opposed because many Pietists thought 

that the new lyrics to the old hymns lacked the pious message from the old accustomed 

hymnbook.94 But the Separatists sang their own songs anyway in which they expressed their 

own independent views. 

After Christian Hörnle kept his son Johann Christian from attending school in the 1780s, he 

also refused sending his daughter Susanna to school. His example was followed by Johann 

Georg Rapp with both children, Johannes Hörnle with his son Joseph as well as Johann 

 
92 Prodigiös: Causing amazement or terror. 
93 Arndt (note 4), p. 341f. 
94 See Hartmut Lehmann:  Der politische Widerstand gegen die Einführung des neuen Gesangbuches von 1791 

in Württemberg.  BWKG 1966/67. p. 258. 
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Michael Conzelmann with his daughter Maria Dorothea. Rapp taught the Separatist children 

himself. If the school refusal applied only to a few children of Separatists, there were many 

cases where parents refused their children to be confirmed. In the records there appear the 

names of 21 daughters and sons of Separatists who were not confirmed.95 

It was not by accident that the self-baptisms of the Iptingen Separatists started in the year 

1798. At the same time, they wrote down their own ‘declaration of faith’ together with the 

Separatists of Lomersheim and Großglattbach, which the Ölbronn Separatists accepted in a 

revised form soon after.96 Now, the Separatists made no more concessions. Some married 

couples stopped having sexual intercourse so they would no more conceive any children. 

Three Iptingen Separatists each baptized two of their newborn children themselves shortly 

after birth: Johann Georg Bentel (1799 and 1803), Johann Friedrich Kocher (1798 and 1802) 

and Johann Georg Walz (1801 and 1803). Even severe punishment could not deter them from 

following their convictions. 

 

America! 

 

Around the turn of the 19th century, the Separatists began to notice that Duke Friedrich II’s 

administration increased the pressure on them.97 In 1797, the Duke, an energetic young man, 

succeeded to the throne during a period in which his country was endangered by wars 

following the French Revolution. The situation had grown so tense that even a revolution in 

Württemberg seemed possible. In that critical situation the new Duke reigned with great 

authority, trying to suppress any opposition. Now the Separatist movement was considered as 

being dangerous for the state and regulations became stricter. The Duke wasn’t willing to 

tolerate groups who broke federal laws. When Duke Friedrich II became Elector in 1803, he 

 
95 The following Separatists refused to have their children confirmed (in alphabetical order):  Johann Georg 

Bentel: daughters Anna Maria and Johanna; Johann Georg Böhringer:  two daughters;  Johann Michael 

Conzelmann:  daughter Maria Dorothea; Johann Christian Flattich:  one son; Christian Hörnle:  children Israel, 

Christian, Anna Maria and Marx; Johannes Hörnle:  son Joseph; Johann Georg Huber:  daughter Christina 

Katharina; Johann Friedrich Kocher: daughter Katharina; Johann Georg Mann:  children Maria Katharina, 

Johann Michael, Jakob Friedrich and Esther Katharina; Christina Müller:  daughter Elisabeth; Johann Georg 

Rapp:  children Johannes und Rosina; Johann Georg Schmidt: daughter Friederika. 
96 Arndt (note 4), p. 273-279 (“Religions-Grundsätze” der Separatisten von Iptingen, Lomersheim und 

Großglattbach, March 1, 1798); p. 294-300 “Haubt-Articul” der Separatisten von Ölbronn, überarbeitete Fassung 

der “Religions-Grundsäze” vom 1. März 1798). 
97 See Joachim Trautwein: Der Pietismus zwischen Revolution und Kooperation (1800-1820).  BWKG 94/1994. 

Zur Gesetzgebung: Paul Friedrich Stälin: Das Rechtsverhältniß der religiösen Gemeinschaften und fremden 

Religionsverwandten in Württemberg in seiner geschichtlichen Entwicklung.  WJB 1868. P. 151-312, especially 

p. 216-224. 
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gained extensive territories by which his power increased considerably.98 The duke’s officials 

openly discussed whether to force Rapp and his followers into emigration.99 But finally they 

advised against it because they did not want to create a martyr. Moreover, they feared that 

another man would emerge as a new charismatic Separatist leader in Rapp’s place. 

In his home town, Rapp himself was repeatedly accused of enrichening himself by the labor 

of his followers. After all, he had amassed a considerable fortune and was now regarded as 

one of the wealthiest citizens of Iptingen. But even his opponents could not deny that he was 

capable of administering his properties efficiently.100 This caused envy and resentment, and 

since the Separatists were so close together, many different rumors spread around. It was said 

that Rapp increased his wealth by forcing his followers to work for him for a pittance. These 

accusations could not be proven but they support minister Genter’s statement that Rapp was 

rather lazy. Rapp himself claimed that he paid his workers far better than usual. 

Through David Gloss, Rapp came in touch with stonemason Friedrich Reichert from 

Endersbach. The young man became a citizen of Iptingen in 1798101 and soon after Rapp  

adopted him. Reichert had already stayed with Johann Georg Rapp for quite a while and had 

been entrusted with the administration of donations for the poor.102 Soon Reichert turned out 

to be an indispensable adviser by organizing the Separatist emigration to America. 

Furthermore, Reichert showed considerable entrepreneurial capabilities.103 

Plagued by a growing pressure from the authorities Johann Georg Rapp considered the 

restless times and the unfavorable omens in the Duchy of Württemberg as the Lord’s request 

to emigrate to the Promised Land America. Therefore, he sold most of his properties at two 

auctions to raise the funds for his emigration in the summer of 1803. In July 1803, he departed 

with his son Johannes from Iptingen to America without giving up his citizenship in 

Iptingen.104 Together with a man named Philipp Friedrich Wilhelm Haller they arrived in 

Philadelphia on October 7, 1803. In January 1804, the new Electoral decree concerning the 

Separatists was read in public at the town hall in Iptingen, imposing further restrictions on 

 
98 Paul Sauer: Napoleons Adler über Wurttemberg, Baden und Hohenzollern. Stuttgart 1987. - Paul Sauer: Der 

schwäbische Zar, Stuttgart 1984. 
99 Arndt (note 4), p. 381-388. 
100 Arndt (note 4), p. 344.  Unfortunately, there are no documents in the local archives at Wiernsheim concerning 

the fortune of Rapp or about the auctions before his emigration.  Although there are tax registers preserved it was 

impossible to deduce his fortune.  Therefore the credibility of the contemporary accusations cannot be proved. 
101 Arndt (note 4), p. 280f. 
102 Arndt (note 4), p. 341f. 
103 See e.g. Arndt (note 4), p. 453. 
104 Arndt (note 4), p. 365. 
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them. Certainly it must have been the final impulse for many people willing to emigrate to 

realize their plans.105 

The news of Rapp’s emigration caused a lot of agitation among the Separatists in 

Württemberg. Supporters and opponents of emigration exchanged heated arguments. The 

disagreements split up married couples and entire families. A few couples were divorced 

because one partner followed the Separatists while the other wouldn’t. Sons and daughters 

asked for their share of the inheritance to travel to the United States with the Separatists. 

But even those who favored the idea of emigration faced severe problems. Many Separatists 

were poor and did not have the funds to emigrate with their fellows. Therefore, they did not 

have any opportunity to leave the country in which they thought the Antichrist had arrived. 

The few preserved letters of the adoptive son Friedrich Reichert to his father in the United 

States reflect the difficult situation of the times.106 Even the emigration plans of wealthier 

Separatists could fall through if the proceeds of their property sales were not sufficient to pay 

for the journey to America. As a result, significant losses threatened the economic basis of the 

family. 

In the wake of Johann Georg Rapp, about 700 persons are supposed to have emigrated to the 

United States between 1804 and 1807, when emigration was prohibited by a Royal decree. 

Iptingen is a good example of the tensions which arose in connection with the emigration. The 

Separatist group split into several factions. Some of the Separatists left their home village in 

May 1804 to travel to America. But others stayed in Iptingen, even such fervent Separatists as 

farmer Friedrich Kocher who had baptized at least two of his children himself. This shows 

that even in his home village not everybody was a follower of Rapp. Some Separatists 

disagreed with him or at least decided not to emigrate with him. His old mate Christian 

Hörnle obviously had separated from Rapp. He stayed at Iptingen and continued to hold 

Separatist assemblies with people who also did not leave for America. 

In his commnunities Harmony, New Harmony, and Economy, Johann Georg Rapp turned 

out to be a very strict leader, almost a dictator, which reminds of modern leaders of extreme 

religious groups. His followers had to work hard for him in great modesty while he lived a 

rather extravagant life. To prevent a splitting of the properties and fortunes of the Society, 

Rapp imposed celibacy on his community. This caused strong disagreements even among 

devoted followers like barber Johann David Gloss who left the Society because of that in 

 
105 Church archive Iptingen: KKP 1789-1806, p. 286 (January 14, 1804); August Ludwig Reyscher: Vollständig 

historisch und kritisch bearbeitete Sammlung der württembergischen Gesetze. Band 9. Tübingen 1835. P. 13-21 

(Kurfürstliche Verordnung betreffend die Separatisten, December 27, 1803). 
106 Arndt (note 4), p. 416-420. 
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order to establish his own community. Of course, there are different narratives of Rapp’ 

communities in America, depending on the point of view of the author. Some visitors were 

particularly impressed of the great satisfaction of the occupants. The core of the group stood 

firmly behind Rapp and adored him as a “father.”107 Economically, all three settlements soon 

flourished and the Harmony Society soon owned a considerable fortune.108 But the 

Harmonists became important for the European cultural history. Enthusiastic reports were 

published in important books and magazines. By these idealized descriptions of a seemingly 

exemplary Christian community where members did not own any private properties any more  

people like Friedrich List or Friedrich Engels got a basic inspiration for their own principles. 

Professor Karl J.R. Arndt has documented the Harmony Society extensively in his 

voluminous ‘Documentary history’ volumes so there is nothing to be added.  

Back home in the Kingdom of Württemberg, people received varied news about the 

Harmonists in America depending on the point of view of the reporter. It would be most 

interesting to know what the Separatists who remained in Württemberg thought in retrospect 

about the Harmonist settlements in the United States.109 

 

 
107 See Christian Palmer: Die Gemeinschaften und Sekten Württembergs.  Tübingen 1877. P. 46f. 
108 See Ehmer (note 2). 
109 For information about the fate of the Separatists who stayed behind see: Dieter Ising (Bearb.): Johann 

Christoph Blumhardt: Frühe Briefe bis 1838. (Gesammelte Werke III/2). Göttingen 1993. P. 568-581.  



EBERHARD FRITZ 
 

24 

 

Documents 

 

I.  [wedding] Inventory of Possessions of Johann Georg Rapp and Christina Benzinger, 

August 1, 1783.110 

 

Possessions of the husband 

Real Estate 

Houses and Buildings 

The fourth part of a residence and courtyard section in the rear street, next to Jacob Hailer 

and Maria Herzin     40 florins 

 

Fields in the Zelge Mönssheim, Glattbach and Heuthal:  none 

 

Farm and fief properties:  1/8 of the 17th Hüb, upon ratifications: 

 

Fields 

Zelg111 Mönsheim:  2 fourths 5 rods outside in the valley, next to Jörg Schmid and Jörg 

Bentel, Kiefer       15 florins 

Zelg Heutal:  1 ½ fourths 5 rods below in Lairr, next to Jörg Schweizer and Johannes 

Flattich       1 florin 

Meadows 

½ fourth ½ rod in the small Hohbergs meadows, next to Hanß Jörg Bentel, Kiefer, and 

Caspar Kocher       18 florins 

½ fourth 15 ¾ rods in Rieth-Wiesen, next to Melchior Straser and Christinus Gnam 

        16 florins 

 

Gardens 

2 ½ fourth 17 rods at Hohberg, next to Johannes Straßer and Caspar Kocher 

         11 florins 

1 fourth grass slope at Hohberg, next to Caspar Kocher and Jörg Huber   

        4 florins 

 

Woodlands 

1 acre ½ fourth 12 rods in Kohl-reutt, next to the Fleken forest and in Kohl-Reuth 

         6 florins 

 
110 Communal archive Wiernsheim, Inventuren und Teilungen Iptingen 1782/86, p. 249-255. 
111 This word cannot really be translated. In Southwest Germany, the fields were divided into three parts called 

Zelg, and each farmer was obliged to cultivate them in the same way and change the following year: one Zelg 

was grown with spelt, the second one with oats, and the third one was left fallow. Next year, the cultivation 

changed, and in the fourth year it was the same as in the first year. That form of cultivation generated the highest 

yield and made the agriculture highly effective.  
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Additional fields 

Zelg Glattbach:  2 ½ fourths 4 rods behind the Sonthälden, next to Johannes Conzelmann 

and Johannes Vetter    1 florin, 30 x. 

Zelg Heuthal:  3 ½ fourths 7 rods in Wittheu, next to Johannes Rieger (?) and Jörg Bentel

        22 florins 

 

Vineyards 

3 ½ fourths 14 rods in the Sonthälden, next to Bernhard Lang and young Michael Schmaltz’ 

widow       8 florins 

½ fourth 17 ¾ rods behind Cappel, next to Jörg Flattich’s widow and the Stein-Mauren 

       6 florins 

 

TOTAL OF POSSESSIONS     148 florins 38 x. 

 

Chattels: 

cash         6 florins 

Books: 

1 N[ew] Testament       12 x. 

1 n[ew] Württemberg Hymnbook     30 x. 

 

Men’s Clothing: 

1 new hat        40 x. 

1 scarf made of fabric      22 x. 

1 new blue jacket       8 florins 

1 medium (quality) blue vest     3 florins 

1 light blue scarf       1 florin 45 x. 

1 light blue scarf of linen material     40 x. 

1 good pair suede pants      3 florin 30 x. 

3 good linen shirts @1 florin each     3 florin 

1 old black plain coat made of blended fabrics   30 x. 

1 pair of black wool stockings     1 florin 12 x. 

1 new pair of shoes       24 x. 

2 old handkerchiefs @12 x. each     24 x. 

1 fur hat        48 x. 

1 silk scarf        40 x. 

 

Linen weaving tools 

was estimated together to be     24 florins 
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Total for Chattels       54 florins, 43 x. 

Grand Total of Husband’s possessions    203 florins 13 x. 

 

Possessions of the wife 

 

Chattels: 

Cash 

Which the bride earned from the sale of her property in Friolzheim according to the letter of 

sale       700 florins 

However husband must present his mother-in-law, Johannes Benzingers widow of 

Friolzheim, a yearly living stipend, which is comprised of one bushel of wheat, one bushel 

four simri of oats, one bushel four simri two fourths rye, five pounds lard, ½ Klafter of 

firewood, ¼ Klafter of kindling, fifty-two jugs of milk and two pounds of flax or hemp. 

Books 

1 Württemberg Hymnbook      16 x. 

Mr. Hiller’s Little Treasure Chest     20 x. 

1 Children’s instruction book     10 x. 

 

Women’s clothing 

3 parchment bonnets @24 x. each    1 florin 12 x. 

1 white silk bonnet       24 x. 

3 cotton bonnets @15 x. each     30 x. 

1 black gauze bonnet      15 x. 

1 black silk scarf       40 x. 

2 gauze bonnets @1 florin and 40 x.    1 florin 40 x. 

3 cotton bonnets @30 x.      1 florin 30 x. 

1 flax bonnet        16 x. 

1 good fabric cap       2 florins 

1 cotton cap        40 x. 

1 plain cap        30 x. 

1 ordinary black canvas cap     20 x. 

1 good girdle of light blue material     1 florins 12 x. 

2 tight fitting linen vests @40 and 28 x.    1 florin 8 x. 

1 new black skirt of blended material    3 florins 

1 ordinary black skirt      2 florins 

1 new course woolen skirt      3 florins 30 x. 

6 tough linen skirts of  @1 florin each     6 florins 

1 ordinary brown skirt      1 florin 30 x. 
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1 new black canvas apron      1 florin 

1 ordinary black canvas apron     30 x. 

4 ordinary black canvas aprons @28 x. each   1 florin 52 x. 

3 new linen shirts @50 x. each     2 florins 30 x. 

4 course linen shirts @40 x     2 florins 40 x. 

2 common linen shirts @30 x. each    1 florins 

2 pairs of knitted flax stockings @25 x. each   50 x. 

2 pairs of new woolen stockings @36 x. each   1 florin 12 x. 

2 pairs of older woolen stockings     15 x. 

1 new pair of shoes       1 florin 

1 good pair of shoes      48 x. 

2 handkerchiefs @12 x. each     24 x. 

 

Bedcoverings: 

1 old linen ornamental (?) coverlet    2 florins  

1 medium quality linen bottom sheet    2 florins 30 x. 

1 m. linen pillow and pillow case       2 florins 

1 ordinary linen pillow      45 x. 

1 old linen pillow       24 x. 

 

Canvas 

1 good linen coverlet      2 florins 

1 old linen pillow case      20 x. 

1 new coverlet made of linen with blue stripes   2 florins 

2 new linen bed covers      1 florin 12 x. 

1 new linen table cloth      40 x. 

1 course linen table cloth      24 x. 

1 new towel        8 x. 

 

Woodwork 

1 good four-poster bed frame     2 florins 

1 ordinary dough trough      20 x. 

 

General Household Items: 

1 new tough linen fruit bag      40 x. 

Any further categories      0 

 

TOTAL OF CHATTELS AND OF WIFE’S POSSESSIONS 761 florins 22 x. 

GRAND TOTAL OF BOTH POSSESSIONS   964 florins 35 x. 
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Explanation by the Translator:   

Zelge:  The fields of a village were divided in three sections (Zelgen or Ösche) which were 

used on a rotation basis each year.  In one Zelg, one would plant wheat the first year, oats in 

the second year and leave fallow the third year to be used as a pasture. 

Hüb:  Swabian word for farmstead (the division of farms among all children made farms 

very small and scattered) 

1 rod = 10 ft 

1 simri = 22.153 l 

1 Klafter = 3.3 m3 

 

 

Excerpts from the Church Convent Minutes Iptingen which apply to the Separatists 

movement112 

 

2 

April 15, 1785 

First hearing of Johann Georg Rapp and his wife Christina113 

 

3 

January 23, 1787 

Hearing of Johann Georg Rapp, Christian Hörnle, Susanna Hörnle, Michael 

Conzelmann, Johannes Hörnle and Katharina Walz 

 

The highest administration of the Protestant church in the Duchy advised the minister’s 

office to encourage the Separatist couple and their friends to give up their views and return to 

 
112 Church archive Iptingen, church convent minutes.  The first book, which has been analyzed, contains the 

years 1733-1788, the second book the years 1789-1806, the third book the years 1806-1835. 

To improve legibility, double consonants have been adjusted to the modern writing style.  The numbering of the 

minutes was done by the author.  The rescript books of the Iptingen church were not edited:  Therein you may 

find the following entries concerning the Separatists: 

Reskriptenbuch 1785-1803 

November 8, 1785 (p. 16):  Rezeß: Die Privatversammlungen sollen nach dem Reskript von 1743 gehalten 

werden. 

February 8, 1787 (p. 49-52): Oberamtliches Ausschreiben wegen der Separatisten (see Arndt, p. 82-84). 

January 14, 1791 (p. 54f.): Abschrift des Pietistenreskripts  

January 25, 1792 (p. 156-158): Oberamtliche Anfrage wegen der Separatisten 

December 7, 1797 (p. 283): Schulversäumnisse der Separatisten 

June 8, 1798 (p. 283f.): Erneute Selbsttaufe des Separatisten Johann Friedrich Kocher 

July 10, 1798 (p. 285f.): Selbsttaufe des Friedrich Kocher: Strafe 10 Reichstaler 

January 23, 1799 (p. 311f.) (see Arndt, p. 289-291) 

January 28, 1803 (p. 312f.) (see Arndt, p. 292) 

Reskriptenbuch 1802-1812 

June 14, 1803 (p. 6f.): Selbsttaufe Walz 

November 3, 1803 (p. 10) 
113 Arndt (note 4), p. 67-70. 
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the church; don’t increase the number of their followers; least of all hold their own meetings 

which are very disadvantageous to the church of God, therefore the church of Jesus Christ.  

Besides the new Separatists, 

 

1)  Hans Jerg Rapp, Chief 

was asked to come up front and questioned whether he and his wife still kept their 

convictions 

Yes! 

Whether he would never again go to church and the holy communion? 

The way it is held now, he could never go back. 

Why does he say that? 

Because what the Bible says is only evidence (?) of the independent word of which only him 

and his brethren know. 

Why he never attended communion anymore? 

Because the holy communion was only an idol offering (terrible blasphemy!) 

Was he seeking followers? 

No. He only told it to his brethren. 

What did he have to say about holding meetings and let others come to him? 

They insisted on this. 

After I said to him:  I hereby announce the following in the name of God and the Almighty 

Ruler, he replied:  He did not recognize me as God’s servant and when I asked why and in 

which part?   

In all parts. 

Decision:  Mayor and judge want the honor of my office and person to be restored. 

 

Was called up 

2)  Christian Hörnle 

a)  How old was he and who was he? 

44 years old, a farmer and citizen of this town. 

b)  How had his life been so far? 

Very rash, hasty, and very naïve. 

c)  Whether he had totally separated from church or just from the holy communion? 

Yes! From both. 

d)  Why? 

Because the church was not the real church and the holy communion was only an idol 

offering and not the real communion. 

e)  Which annoyances did he have and whether he was able to put them in writing? 

The annoyances are written above.  He would have to think about putting them in writing. 

f)  Whether he spread his principles and tried to teach other people in them? 
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Yes!  If someone asked him. 

g)  Which books did he own?  And whether he tried to show them to other people? 

Yes!  He had part of the Perlenburger bible and the Biblical Scriptures and a book by a man 

named Schüz, the circular letter about the (resurrection?) of all things and revelation of Jesus 

Christ. 

h)  Whether and with whom they held meetings? 

Nobody would come to his house except Hanss Jerg Rapp, Michael Conzelmann’s and 

Johannes Hörnle’s house. 

i)  Whether and where he was going on Sundays and holidays? 

He would go here and there etc. 

k)  Whether he gave to charity? 

He did not give anything. 

 

3)  Susanna, his wife.  44 years old. 

Whether she shared her husband’s views of total abstinence from church and public practice 

of the holy communion, etc.? 

Yes!  She wanted to follow the same path as her husband. 

Whether she would do it out of her own will or to please her husband? 

She was searching for the true way, but could not tell me upon questioning what the true way 

was. 

What motivated her to do that? 

She believed that since her husband was on the right way she would follow it too. 

Whether she kept to her resolve? 

Yes! 

 

4)  Michael Conzelmann 

How old was he and who was he? 

31 years old, a shoemaker and citizen of this town. 

How had his life been so far? 

Nobody could say anything bad about him. 

Whether he had totally separated from church and the holy communion? 

Yes! 

Why? 

Because God prohibited him to go to church and the holy communion and his conscience 

forbade it. 

What were his annoyances? 

He had come to the conviction that the this was not the true church anymore because not 

everything was resurrected. 

Whether he wanted to put this in writing? 
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He couldn’t, and the whole bible consisted of mysteries and puzzles.  

Whether he spread his principles and tried to teach others? 

He would not say, except when one asked him about the reason. 

What kind of books he owned? 

He would usually read of the bible, other than that he had none. 

Whether he held meetings? 

They would either get together in Hörnle’s house or his house. 

Whether strangers came to him? 

Once in a while a person would come from Weissach or from Wiernsheim to him. 

Whether and were he would go on Sundays and holidays? 

He wouldn’t go over the fields much but one couldn’t prohibit him from doing it. 

Whether he gave to charity? 

He would give it to the poor otherwise (?) 

 

Furthermore, the Separatist chief Joh[ann] Georg Rapp, weaver, was questioned whether he 

still felt that he should not declare me as a servant of the Lord? 

Yes!  No minister had the office of the keys anymore and it was lost; therefore he could not 

forgive anybody his sins in the name of the Lord; hold confession and communion like it was 

being held right now, nothing (?) 

 

5)  Johannes Hörnle, 27 years old. 

Who was he? 

A citizen and farmer. 

(Note:  A man with a simple mind, but very stubborn.) 

Whether he had totally separated from church and the holy communion? 

Yes! 

What prompted him to do this? 

He would not get any energy from listening to the Lord’s word and what was being preached 

was too light for him, and he thought the holy communion was nothing but an idol offering. 

Whether he spread his principles and taught others in them? 

No.  He would not visit anybody except the local Separatists. 

What books was he reading? 

The Bible; especially the New Testament. 

Whether he himself held meetings or went to other Separatist’s meetings? 

They were meeting in Christian Hörnle’s house on Sunday and holidays during services, 

they were reading from the New Testament. 

Whether strangers would come to him or any of the others? 

Bosch of Wiernsheim114 and Michele of Weissach115. 

 
114 Marx Bosch. 
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Whether he would go out on Sundays and holidays? 

He had never traveled anywhere in his life but to Ehningen near Herrenberg. 

Whether he would give to the general collections for the poor? 

Nothing. 

 

Catharina, Jonathan Walzen, wife of citizen and shoemaker from here. 

How old was she? 

46 years old. 

What kind of life had she led before (so far)? 

Vain and worldly. 

Whether she had totally separated from church and the holy communion? 

No!  She could not tell yet that she had separated from church and public consumption of the 

communion, she wanted to wait and see. 

Whether she would return to church and the partake of sacraments? 

She did not know it yet. 

 

4 

February 17, 1787 

Announcement of the higher administration to the Separatists 

On the above date, the Duke’s higher administration’s announcement of February 8 (current 

year) of the Separatists sect was publicized to its chief and his followers which has been sent 

to the local minister’s office, mayor’s office and to the judges.  Against all imagination, they 

continue in using their old language of stubbornness and won’t obey to the ducal orders until 

their conscience is convinced by them.  Continued on with their impetuous nature, impertinent 

coarseness, especially against the minister’s office and adverse subordination in testifying 

against mayor and judges.  Finally, when Hanss Jerg Rappen was asked to apologize to the 

minister for his remark in the minutes that he did not consider him a servant of the Lord, he 

replied that he could not do that; he would regard him as the Lord would regard a minister and 

returned home (?) and nothing happened - the matter of Christian Hörnle’s son will be dealt 

with by the minister. 

Conclusion:  The matter will be turned over to the common higher administration and further 

notice, after that other Separatists, a man, Hanss Jerg Böhringer, and his wife, Michael 

Conzelmann’s wife, Johannes Hörnle’s farmer wife, Susanna Margaretha, Michel 

Conzelmann’s widow, Jonathanen’s Walzens, shoemaker’s wife. 

 

Mai 14, 1788 

Hearing of Johann Georg Walz 

 
115 Not exactly identifiable; probably Michael Treffz of Unterweissach. 
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Since a new Separatist has emerged among the others and has separated for some time from 

church and the public custom of the holy communion in church, the new Separatist was 

summoned before the church convent due to the duke’s gracious order and following are the 

minutes. 

What was his name, and how old was he?  What kind of craft did he practice? 

Johann Georg Walz, Jonathan Walz, citizen and shoe maker, legitimate unmarried son, age 

19 years, shoe maker. 

What kind of life had he led so far? 

His previous life had been useless and was not of much use yet, a half new creature and not 

quite complete. 

Whether he had totally separated from church and the holy communion? 

Yes!  Church was a tower of Babel; therefore he could not attend the holy communion 

because it was not worth anything and because nobody in church could really enjoy it. 

What where his grievances and could he submit those in writing? 

Church was a Babel which he had to leave. He did not have time to submit his grievances in 

writing. 

Whether he was spreading his principles and taught others in them? 

No, he did not attempt to teach his carnal brethren. 

What kind where his books and did he try to spread them in the community? 

He had nothing but the Bible in which he was reading, and no other books. 

Whether and where he would meet with other Separatists? 

He would go to Rapp’s house during Sunday’s midday church service along with the others. 

What happened during those conventions? 

Räpple would explain a chapter of the New, sometimes Old Testament, in which he gain 

some information, especially from the revelation of John. 

Whether strangers would come to the meetings? 

Yes! Some came from 10 or 12 hours away and he could tell them by name but only listened 

to them.  Sometimes, 1, 2 or 4, 5 would come from far away. 

Whether and where he would go out on Sundays and holidays? 

He would only visit his brethren here in town but he would not visit any out of town; 

therefore, he stayed in town. 
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March 16, 1792 (Page 46f.) 

Hearing of Jonathan Walz because of his son Friedrich’s absence from childrens 

lessons 

 

The following has been discussed during the church convent and ad protocollum (written 

down in the minutes?) written down and was ordered to the hearing 
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1 Jonathan Walz, citizen and shoe maker from here. 

Why he as a father had not let his son Friedrich, a candidad for confirmation, attend neither 

school nor the minister’s lessons for confirmation yesterday, Thursday? 

His wife Catharina, a Separatist and enthusiast, would not have it although he did not agree 

with her. 

Whether he had given up control over his son Christoph Friedrich in favor of his wife, a 

Separatist, that he did not want to make any decision concerning the soul and salvation of his 

son, a legitimate child? 

Yes, his wife would assume responsibility for it. 

Whether he still refused to send the confirmand to school and the minister’s lessons in the 

future? 

Yes!  Whatever his wife wished would be done. 

What were his objections to confirmation? 

He would have nothing to do with confirmation. 

2 The confirmand was questioned: 

Whether he had no deep desire to be allowed to the confirmation service and whether he 

would like to be confirmed? 

He would love to get confirmed if his parents would let him. 

(He said that while heartily crying) 

Conclusion:  The statement will be send in to the common higher administration. 
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April 20, 1792 (P. 51) 

 Absences from school 

 

Two Separatist children of the birth year 1786, Rosina, daughter of Johann Georg Rapp, and 

Dorothea, daughter of Michael Conzelmann, do not attend school. 
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July 2, 1792 (P. 54-62) 

Report about the Separatists 

 

In reference to the announcement of the common higher administration, which was received 

on June 25 of this year, concerning the petition of the mayor’s office here and all municipal 

authorities and town deputies about the local Separatists which they handed the deanery’s 

office during the last church visitation and therefore on June 8 by ducal consistory resolution 

by gracious order the common higher administration, its sacred and secular executives (?) 

have been ordered to detail the points of the suit per specimen and explain them in greater 

detail and this should happen immediately. 
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1.  What exactly were the abuses at the church, the sermon’s office (ministerhood?) and the 

holy sacraments? 

 

Church was a Babel, a Baal, when it comes to the actual stone building.  Melchior Strasser 

had attested that he heard Räpple saying that church was not of the Lord, but of the devil, and 

the occasion was when his wife said during the vine harvest that the minister had a good 

prayer day here in Iptingen (this happened when the parish minister was seriously ill due to an 

epidemic) and had used an expression from Jesaja XLVI, 8: You converts, go deep inside 

yourselves, upon which Räpple said:  Isn’t that a stupid man?  And after that, he had made the 

above dreadful remark about the church.  From this, the conclusion can be drawn how they 

deal with the ministerhood (?), the minister and his audience like Räpple told into Melchior 

Strasser’s face in his brother-in-law, shoemaker Müller’s house, he wouldn’t give a bit about 

church, school, all their prayers, singing p. (?) nothing fancy, and when he once explained 

Chapter 4 of Joh. (John?) he skipped over the proper (?) gospel from verse 47 on and when 

Hans Jerg wild asked him why he didn’t explain that also, that would not belong to him but to 

the clerics who eat and drink and stuffed their stomachs and wouldn’t care about their 

parishioners p.(?)  Then Räpple pulled the ministerhood to pieces on the evidence of one 

member of the parish how they thanked God that they could listen to God’s word and how 

many blessings to their soul they had received from it: How could pure water come from an 

impure well?  The impure well must be either the minister or the Holy Bible or both which is 

not too much for Räpple since he denies us the right Bible and understanding of it. 

 

Furthermore, it can be seen how humiliating such kind of people treat the ministerhood in 

the fact that Friedrich Kocher, a newly recruited Separatist, said in the lower mill that the 

minister would feel bad if he converted (?) a soul.  What an injury against our devoted 

preacher.  Further, Christian Hörnle said in Ißrael Hörnle’s (a council member) house, church 

and school were jails and of the devil.  As for the abuses of Separatists against the holy 

sacraments, besides the already mentioned abuses in the minutes about the holy sacraments 

there was another statement by Melchior Strasser:  How they, the Separatists, have held a 

communion in Raepple’s house several years ago, to which Christian Hörnle had given the 

wine and Raepple’s mother Rosina, who still belonged to church, said to her son: So, you 

aren’t giving me anything, he replied to her: You belong to your own, and the devil’s table 

and the devil’s goblet belong to you p.(?)  It is easy to see how they consider the holy 

communion in our church, at our communion there would be a sheep preceded by a dog and 

followed by a wolf, therefore everybody considered everybody except themselves as a dog or 

a wolf p.(?) 

As far as the holy sacrament of baptism is concerned, the contempt of this ritual by the 

Separatists is very obvious since ever since the baptism of Separatist Johannes Hörnle’s child 
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in 1787 to which he was forced by ducal consistory, he hadn’t fathered a child in 3 years 

although there are many young parents among them which is a clear evidence that they pass 

over this finem primarium (?) of matrimony for the very reason that they would not have their 

children baptized. 

 

2.  Whether all the Separatists or just a few and in that case, which ones […] keep their 

children from attending children’s lessons and school? 

1.  Christian Hörnle has 

 1) taken it on its own to keep his son Christian from school, church and therefore 

children’s lessons several years ago since he was to be confirmed and up until now he is not 

attending church nor school. 

 2) his daughter Anna Maria, who was supposed to get lessons for confirmation last 

year does not visit church or school anymore. 

 3) made his daughter who had stood fast a long time without separating that she quit 

attending children’s lessons and Sunday school a year ago. 

 4) not allowed his youngest son Marx to take the children’s exam just like his little 

daughter. 

 

2.  Räpple has kept his son Johann from attending school a year ago already despite all 

orders from the authorities which were given by the minister and mayor’s office.  The same 

Räpple was gravely ordered to send his daughter Rosina to school but in this case he also 

acted in opposition to the authorities’ orders.  

Michael Conzelmann, Separatist, did the same with his daughter Dorothea since he was 

ordered by the school inspector during a school visitation to send her to school and he did not 

send her to school. 

3. Johann Georg Böhringer followed Christian Hörnle’s example with a girl the same age 

and Böhringer’s daughter Anna Maria and, just like Hörnle, kept her out of school 

immediately since she was supposed to attend the minister’s lectures for confirmation in a 

year although both girls desperately wanted to attend, and from then on both girls were not 

allowed to school or church, therefore not to the children’s lessons and Sunday school, just 

like he recently did not allow his other school attending girl (?) to the Pentecost examination 

just like Christian Hörnle.  This led to disapproval from law abiding people who complained 

that they alone had to follow orders while the Separatists got away with infringements without 

punishment.  The report for each single incident have been sent to the ducal deanery’s office 

immediately. 

 

Whether these same people had been ordered to speak before the church convent, threatened 

with punishment or really have been punished, and if not, why was it not done? 
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On the part of the minister and mayor’s office and judges, they have met the 

insubordinations of the Separatists in all incidents seriously, even threatened them with 

punishment; since they displayed they duly subservient respect for older and newer ducal 

orders relating to church and school grudgingly, we felt that a common village church convent 

was no longer qualified to deal with the offences of these delinquents, therefore the matter 

was immediately reported to the highly laudable deanery’s office by the minister and we were 

waiting for orders in this matter especially since these bold people as Separatists do not 

acknowledge a church convent but instead pour scorn in it.  For example, we made a test 

before the church convent with the husband of a Separatist wife, Jonathan Walz, citizen and 

shoemaker here, because of a boy who seemed fit for school due to his age who was advised 

to attend school in 1790 by the deanery’s office during a church visitation and when the 

church convent questioned him why he opposed both the deanery’s official order and the 

church convent in his stubbornness not to send his boy to school and, after many 

presumptions he was sentenced to a low fine of 1 Pf.h. a 45 x. by the church convent.  What 

did Walz do?  He did not sign the fine in the invoice and he has not paid his dues to the 

treasurer since June 4, 1790.  That’s how these mean people deal with the church convent! 

 

Tell names of persons and houses of Separatists and name time and hour at which they hold 

their meetings? 

Unfortunately, it is well known that their meetings are mostly held in the house of Hanß Jerg 

Rappen, vulgo Räpples, and Christian Hörnle’s house.  Their gatherings are mostly at the 

same time as the beginning of the proper children’s lessons on Sundays, holidays and fests 

when other people go to church which causes a great stir even among the childrens lessons 

and which the administrations round of the village often remarked and reported.  Several 

strangers arrive before noon already. 

 

How long was this going on and who were the strangers? 

Sometimes way into the night, sometimes until midnight.  Till 12 or 1 o’clock. 

 

Strangers who attend the Separatist meeting here in town come from all corners of the 

country:  from Wiernsheim, Lomersheim, Illingen, Groß-Glattbach in the Maulbronn 

authority, further from Aurich near Vayhingen, Enssingen, from Calw, from Nufringen, from 

Gärtringen, Ehningen p., Waltdorff p., Schorndorff, Strümpfelbach, whose minister’s office 

has sent a huge complaint letter to the minister’s office here in town on January 30 because of 

Rapp’s bad behavior in that town in which he had showed up as a teacher much to the 

disadvantage of the local minister’s office. 

The strange Separatists come here often, e.g. 30, 40, 50 up to 60 and more persons so that 

both the houses of Räpple and Christian Hörnle cannot accommodate them all.  Just like 
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during the recent Pentecost fest Christian Hörnle sawed a floorboard at 10 o’clock at night to 

make a bench for the many strangers arriving. 

 

9 

September 11, 1792 (S. 64-66) 

Report about the Separatists 

 

Since the behavior of the local Separatists has become intolerable since the local minister’s 

and mayor’s office and also the town administration and town deputies sent in the minutes 

that the higher administration requested on July 12 and the Separatists in this town caused stir 

and unrest and answered the higher administration’s order with unrestraint and insubordiation 

and that the future will only hold more unrest in town, the undersigned add this new 

complaint to the already submitted old complaints to the ducal common higher administration 

and at the same time politely request that there be put an end to the unrest and that remedial 

action is taken to keep up peace, unity and quiet in town.  Nova (?) came: 

 

1)  Rapp, and Michael Conzelmann, shoemaker, refuse to send their children to school in 

opposition to the higher administration’s order (?) disregarding the orders of the minister 

and mayor with the appendix that, according to the upper administration’s announcement 

of June 25, publication on July 12, for each failing of a child to go to school there will be 

a 2 x. fine.  Instead of obeying the authorities’ order, Rapp mocked the church convent’s 

orders and fine with the scornful and defiant remark that he wanted to wait until it cost 

100 fl and then he would pay capital and interest together.  Christian Hörnle and 

Böhringer also do not send the children who they keep from confirmation to Sunday 

school and childrens lessons much to the rising unrest in the still decent minded 

community concerning their children who they raised according to the rules of church and 

school. 

2)  Rapp is still making a lot of efforts to increase the number of his followers just like 

he prevented a local citizen, Hanß Jerg Sültzle (?) from attending church to bring him over 

to his side and his sect.  Another 10 to 12 persons from here have converted to the 

Separatist dreamers and God knows how many secret followers they have here and far 

away and for what ultimate purpose! 

3)  Against all rules, they hold their nightly meetings not only until 11 o’clock but often 

until 3 o’clock in the morning. 

4)  When Rapp was approached by the administration’s walk around town which 

appeared in the persons of the council member Johann David Schnauffer and the town 

policeman Michael Mann who had orders for visitation, he gave them a real short answer:  

It was not necessary to visit since they had the approval of the senior local magistrate that 
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they could get together and they won’t be denied this until an order was publicized that 

they could not meet. 

5)  The strangers also insisted on going out on Sundays and holidays to come to Rapp 

and he said without inhibitions that he won’t be denied to accommodate people in his 

house who want to come to him.  During the same walk around town, he said the same to 

Hanss Jerg Schraishuon, judge. 

 

10 

October 29, 1792 (S. 68-71) 

Hearing of Johann Georg Rapp 

 

Since the publicly announced orders by the town administration concerning the Separatists 

because of their behavior in the community and the continued spreading of their dogmas and 

their deliberate and malicious insubordination against the institutions have led to ever 

increasing disorder and destruction (?) in the community, the following were summoned 

before the complete church convent and court and the following was taken down in the 

minutes: 

1.)  Johann Georg Rapp, Separatist chief 

a)  Why he did not allow his two children, Johann Georg Rapp, age  8 ¾ years, and 

Rosina Rappin, age 6 ½ years, to attend the laudable church and school institutions 

against the ducal gracious orders? 

      Because he himself saw the light through the grace of God to teach them           

himself. 

b)  Whether he therefore refused to adhere to the rules of the laudable Christians? 

No! 

c)  What were his grievances about school? 

     He did not find any fault with school, but he would not allow his children to attend 

because corruption had crept into school just like it crept into church. 

d)  Why he, against the last ducal order dated on or about June 20 held meetings not 

only during public church services on Sundays and holidays, but they kept on during 

the night? 

He would not lock his house from anybody and if someone wanted to visit him he would be 

welcome there. 

Christian Hörnle 

Why he did not send his three children Elisabetha Barbara, age 21 ½ years, Christian Hörnle, 

age 19 years, Anna Maria Hörnlenin, age 15 years, neither to Sunday school nor to children’s 

lessons against the recently issued ducal gracious order? 

His conscience did not allow it. 

Johann Georg Böhringer 
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 Why he did not let his girl Anna Maria, age 18 years, attend Sunday school nor children’s 

lessons? 

She did not want to and he did not force her. 

Michael Conzelmann, shoemaker 

Why he did not send his child Maria Dorothea, age 6¼ years, to school? 

He was convinced that church and school were decayed. 

What did the decay consist of? 

The decay was that the children were taught the doctrines that they should agree to the 

church and by doing that the children were darkened (?). 
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January 2, 1793 (S. 74-76) 

Report about the Separatists 

 

In reply to the request (?) by the common upper administration to the local minister’s and 

mayor’s offices which was dated December 1 or about but which we did not receive until the 

19th right before the Christmas holidays, which contains the gracious resolution for the 

previous report of the common upper administration about the local Separatists dated 

approximately November 20, by virtue of same gracious resolution the clerical and secular 

officials in Iptingen should report whether and which misdemeanors against civil order and 

morality have been committed by the Separatists since the time when the latest issued 

gracious order about the handling of the Separatists was issued on June 20, and how the 

before mentioned order has been adhered to will be documented in the following report by the 

local church convent which was requested by the upper administration: 

 

1)  that we have jointly replied to the gracious orders concerning the Separatists since 

June 20 of this year, each time signed by the ministers, mayor, all of the municipal 

authorities and town deputies as 1) dated July 7, 1792; 2) September 11, 1792; 3) October 

29, 1792 listing all facts and details so that we now only briefly quote that according to 

these minutes, Räpple and Christian Hörnle have formally announced that church and 

school are not of God but of the devil, p.  Continues Räpple:  There is nothing fancy 

before church and school as there is none before our praying and singing, p.  Furthermore, 

he pulled the minister’s office to pieces, he dreadfully attacked the holy communion (sub 

Nr. I, sub Nr. II); Rapp and Conzelmann refused to send their children to school (sub Nr. 

III); they would not be denied to their meetings (sub Nr. IV); still are recruiting and 

attracting followers as we have real examples from different households. 

     According to the second minutes dated September 11, 92, Rapp and Conzelmann mocked 

the church convent’s fine for missing school at 2 x. each time with Rapp’s reply that he would 

wait till it amounted to 100 fl., p.p.  
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ad Nr. 1) ad Nr. 2) (?) Rapp is still trying to recruit more followers and the municipal 

authorities’ walk around town could do anything about it Nr. 4 et 5. 

According to the third minutes dated October 29, 92, all Separatists absolutely don’t urge 

their children to attend church and school, just like Rapp doesn’t even send his 2 children to 

school, the same goes for shoemaker Conzelmann’s girl, and other people don’t send their 

older children either, not to Sunday school nor children’s lessons, they don’t allow them to go 

to church at all which causes great disorder in the community and gives a bad example to the 

good members of the church. 

2)  As to their behavior towards the civil order, they serve their socage and other 

services without hesitation, but they attest (?) that thereby they are free of all other 

institutions of the sovereign in church and school no matter how curative and useful they 

may be for the state. 

3)  Their morality is pretty obvious from the above mentioned incidences. 

      Meantime, the wisdom has been observed by the local community leaders that since their 

emergence, hoping that they would be lured by love to return to church, the Separatists - just 

like all other upright and honest citizens - received their annual donation of wood besides 

other civil (?) favors.  Since the Separatists became increasingly more stubborn and obstinate 

by such leniency and gentleness, the local mayor’s office together with the municipal 

authorities respectfully ask if it wouldn’t be better to withhold the donation of wood until the 

Separatists change their ways because the Separatists do not only not show any hope for 

change but instead steadily increase the number of their followers - God knows to what 

ultimate purpose. 
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March 8, 1793 (S. 78f.) 

Keeping children out of school 

 

After the monthly day of prayer and repentance, a church convent was held, and since the 

local Separatists have repeatedly opposed the numerous orders of the ruler and the upper 

administration’s reports concerning this matter, they opposed all ducal gracious orders, 

institutions in church and school since emergence, that Rapp and Conzellmann, shoemaker, 

absolutely refuse to send their children, Rapp’s one boy, almost 10 years old, and 1 girl, over 

7 years old, and shoemaker Conzellmann’s one girl, over 7 years old, to school despite all 

reminders and warnings of the church convent and real fines for each absence from school of 

2 x d.d. (dated) July 2, 1792, he rather mocks the church convent, e.g. Rapp publicly said that 

he would wait until it amounted to 100 fl. that he would pay capital and interest on it, second  

article of minutes of September 11, 1792, page 64.  Just as well, Christian Hörnle, citizen and 

farmer, Separatist, 2 children who he did not let getting confirmed, and Böhringer, 1 child, 

highhandedly kept it out of school and such children do not attend Sunday school nor 
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children’s lessons, vid. (?) the above mentioned minutes p.  The conclusion of the church 

convent is that Hanß Jerg Rappen should indeed pay the fine dated July 2, 1792, to the 

Heiligen (= administrator of church property) in the amount of 2 x. each for 2 children.  

School absences 160 amounts to 40 fl. 40 x.  Shoemaker Conzellmann for 1 child half the 

amount 5 fl. 20 x. 

Hereupon, Rapp was summoned and was seriously ordered to) and he was told to pay a 

crime fine of 3 fl. 18 x. to the gracious ruler if he did not send his children to school by the 

coming Monday.  Rapp refused to do this with the fine for the school absences of his 2 

children to the Heiligen-Pfleg-Amt (church treasurer) the usual obstinacy but the church 

convent insisted.  Just like Hanß Georg Rapp, shoemaker Conzellmann, who did not appear 

today due to illness, was ordered to do the same. 

Furthermore, it was announced to farmer Christian Hörnle that he was fined 2 Pf. Heller to 

the Heiligen (=church treasurer) for keeping his 2 unconfirmed children out of school against 

all church and school institutions; at the same time, Georg Böhringer, who had caused the 

same disorder with his unconfirmed daughter, was also fined to pay 1 Pf. h. `a 45 x. to the 

church treasurer, with the appendix that from now on each absence from Sunday, school and 

church lessons was to be fined 2 x. 3 h. to the church treasurer. 
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May 20, 1793 (S. 84 f.) 

Hearing of the council member and surgeon Johann David Schnaufer, son-in-law of 

mayor Krämer, Johann Georg Rapp, Michael Conzelmann and Johannes Hörnle 

 

Johann David Schnauffer, council member and surgeon from here. 

Why didn’t he conduct the walk around town as a member of the administration like the law 

required? 

Because during his last walk together with local citizen Philipp Mauer who was assigned to 

him, Johann Georg Rapp had disgraced him at the public city hall during the church convent 

that he had sent 2 devils into his house which shouldn’t have been sent to him and before that, 

during the walk itself, Rapp had called after council member Schnauffer and citizen Mauer 

that they should not dare to sent them to church service or else. 

Hereupon, Johann Georg Rapp was reproached with the above statement and what did he 

have to say about it? 

When he had last visited Maulbronn and was summoned there, he was sentenced to the 

tower because of the above mentioned expression by the highly laudable upper 

administration. 

Johann Georg Rapp was further summoned: 

Whether he would send his 2 children who are fit for school to school now or not? 

No, it was against his principles. 
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What exactly were his principles? 

They were lying in Maulbronn and Stuttgart and everywhere, and he was well known. 

Decision:  Since he absolutely persists in his stubborn state of mind, he was again sentenced 

to a fine by the ruler of 3 fl. 18 x., besides the already issued fine to be paid to the church 

treasurer for the school absences of his two children. 

Michael Conzelmann, shoemaker: 

Whether he still did not send his girl, who is fit for school, to school? 

No, it was against God’s will and his convictions. 

Decision:  Since he stubbornly persists in not sending his child to school, he was fined a 

small penalty of 3 fl. 15 x., which is in addition to the fine to the church treasurer of each 2 x. 

for each school absence. 

Johannes Hörnle, farmer: 

Whether he did not want to send his boy named Joseph to school? 

No.  His child was baptized against his will, and that is why he did not send his child to 

school. 

Decision:  In the same manner, he was sentenced to pay a small penalty to the ruler in the 

amount of 1 fl. 15 x., with the reservation of the penalty to the church treasurer of 2 x. for 

each school absence. 
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January 15, 1796 (S. 123f.) 

 

Hearing of Johann Georg Rapp, Michael Conzelmann and Christian Hörnle because of 

school absences 

 

According to a highly laudable common upper administration’s request to the local 

minister’s and mayor’s office, those Separatists who disregarded the church convent’s 

precautions (?) due to the school contempt and the total absence of their children at school 

and who also refused to pay the church convent’s fines, are to be summoned; Johann Georg 

Rapp, chief of the Separatists, was also summoned for his audacity to hold school for the 

Separatists’ children. 

Johann Georg Rapp 

Whether he would like to pay the church convent’s fine dated March 8, 1793? 

Yes. 

Whether he was still holding private school lessons for the Separatist’s children in his 

house? 

He did not give private lessons for other Separatists’ children and only informed his own two 

children. 

Michael Conzelmann, shoemaker 
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Whether he wanted to pay the convent’s fine? 

Yes! 

Whether he wanted to send his child to school now? 

He would think about it. 

Christian Hörnle, farmer 

Whether he wanted to pay the convent’s set fine? 

Yes! 

Whether he would now encourage his school-age daughter to go to school? 

He didn’t have the freedom to do so yet. 

Johannes Hörnle, farmer 

 Whether he would urge his boy, whom he had not yet send to school at all, to attend school? 

 He didn’t have the freedom to do so. 

 Decision:  Because he had not yet been sentenced to a fine by the convent, he is to be 

sentenced to a fine to the church administrator of 1 Pf. h. a 45 x if he insists on his opinion. 

Friedrich Kocher, farmer 

Whether he would send his two boys to school? 

He also didn’t have the freedom to do so. 

Decision:  Since he also had not yet been punished by the church convent, he is sentenced to 

a fine of 45 x payable to the administrator of the church convent if he continues not to send 

his two boys to school. 

Decision:  The matter will be reported to the common higher administration (council?) by 

the local minister’s and mayor’s office. 
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April 3, 1796 (S. 132f.) 

 

Another hearing of Johann Georg Rapp, Michael Conzelmann and Christian Hörnle 

because of school absences 

According to the local minister’s and mayor’s offices request to the upper administration 

Johann Georg Rapp and his gang are once again bid by the church convent to send their 

children to school according to the ducal orders on hand and they are to receive a real 

punishment in case of nonoccurrence; which has happened at the church convent held at the 

above mentioned date and to which end the unruly and stubborn Separatists have been 

summoned to have a hearing of several of them, and what was their state of mind concerning 

the children that were ordered to go to school and were summoned 

 

Johann Georg Rapp 

What was his state of mind about the common upper administration’s request because of his 

children who should be send to school and what was he willing to do in the future? 
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He would stick to his same principles and, since he didn’t much intended to go to church and 

the holy communion, he wasn’t much intended to sen dhis children to school because he 

thinks church and communion and school are connected. 

[The Separatists Christian Hörnle, Johannes Hörnle and Friedrich Kocher join him.] 

Decision:  Since the church convent had been urged by the common upper administration’s 

request to really punish the unruly persons in case of nonoccurrence if they did not send their 

children to school in the future, the temporary punishment for 1 school absence was sent at 2 

x. whereupon they unanimously attested that, as little as they had freedom of conscience to 

send their children to school, as little they had the freedom to pay the set fine; incidentally, 

they would give all their worldly possessions to the gracious ruler to take as much as he 

wanted from it. 

 

16 

March 29, 1797 (S. 153f.) 

Absences of school and children’s lessons:  Punishments 

 

Under the above date the most recent ducal edict dated November 11, 1796, the church 

convent is to reveal to those Separatists who have not yet so far and not since April 5, 1795, 

have sent their children to school, that according to paragraph 10 of the school negligence of 

the Separatists children we hereby decree that the gradual punishments set by the church 

convent will be reliably executed just like with the parents of other children. 

But the Separatists who have not send and urged their children to school from April 5, 1796 

on and so far have been summoned, as 

1.  Johann Georg Rapp because of 2 children, Johann Georg, age 14 years and Rosina, age 

11 years 

Christian Hörnle because of 1 child, Johanna, age 13 years 

Johannes Hörnle because of 1 child, Joseph, age 9 ½ years 

Friedrich Kocher because of 2 children, Johannes, 10 ½ years, and Anna Maria, age 8 years. 

About the publication of the ducal edict, on the part of the Separatists the result was on their 

behalf to regard the school absences of their children as one might but they did not have the 

freedom to pay for it; upon which it was temporarily set by virtue of the ducal order of April 

5, 1796, until March 24, 1797, which would amount to 330 school days summer and winter 

each 2 x. 

Johann Georg Rapp 2 children   22 fl. 

Christian Hörnle 1 child   11 fl. 

Johannes Hörnle 1 child   11 fl. 

Friedrich Kocher 2 children 22 fl. 

Decision:  Since they again resist obeying all orders, the matter will be forwarded to the 

upper administration for further instructions and collection of the set punishments. 
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17 

April 17, 1798 

Uunauthorized baptism of Johann Friedrich Kocher 

 

Johann Friedrich Kocher, a proper citizen in town, whose Separatist wife Anna Juditha, 

maiden name Blankenhorn of Heimertingen, gave birth to a boy last Sunday, April 15, about 

7 o’clock in the evening in presence of the local midwife Sara Huber, and the new mother and 

the midwife both assumed that the father would properly announce the birth of his child to the 

minister’s office so that it could be handed over for holy baptism.  But against all 

assumptions, when the midwife came to check on the new mother and the newborn baby on 

the morning of the 16th, she found that the Separatist father had already baptized the child 

himself in an unauthorized and forestalling manner towards the minister’s office and without 

any necessity and had immediately left mother and child and went on with his vineyard 

business; since he was oblivious to his duties to report the child’s baptism to the minister, the 

midwife had to go in place of the father and report the preceding events to the minister’s 

office, and therefore the midwife was questioned: 

Whether she, the midwife, had been present during the child’s baptism by the Separatist 

father? 

No! 

Whether she knew whether he had any witnesses and, if so, who were the witnesses? 

According to his own statement, he had had no witnesses, just himself. 

Further, Separatist Friedrich Kocher was summoned. 

Why hadn’t he reported the child’s birth to the minister’s office and handed it over for the 

holy baptism? 

 He had thought that it was sufficient that the midwife reported the child’s birth. 

Why did he not appear when he got summoned by the minister’s office? 

 He thought he should talk to the midwife first and then he would have appeared. 

Why didn’t he have his child publicly baptized in church and he also had the audacity to 

baptized the child himself at home without any emergency? 

 Baptism was in decay and therefore useless. 

Of what consisted the decay of baptism and how was it useless? 

     That children could not believe, and therefore one should not get baptized. 

Hadn’t he read Matthew XVIII, that small children […] believe in Christ? 

 Those same children may have been able to believe as far as he was concerned, but other 

children116 just couldn’t believe. 

Why was it then that he baptized his child when in his own words the child baptism was 

useless? 

 
116 Error: The word “children” is repeated. 
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 He had gone ahead and baptized the child himself because he would have been baptized in 

church anyway and he beat the public baptism by his own baptism. 

Therefore, the baptism of his child was also null and void! 

 Therefore, the baptism of his child which he performed himself was indeed null and void. 

How did he perform the baptism? 

In the name of God, the father and the son and the holy ghost, and sprinkled the child with 

water three times. 

If, according to his own statement, the child’s baptism was useless, he had taken the Lord’s 

holy name in vain three times and talked about him in vain. 

He had sighed that the child would be accepted with mercy when the time came. 

 

18 

August 10, 1798 (S. 180) 

Uunauthorized baptism; school absences 

 

Friedrich Kocher was sentenced to pay 10 Reichstaler (imperial Thaler) on the basis of the 

ducal order of July 10, 1798, and promised to pay the fine. 

The following were punished for school absences: Johann Georg Rapp because of his son up 

until his confirmation 22 fl. Penalty (minutes of March 29, 1792); and now because of his son 

up until his 14th year 1 fl. 8 x; because of his daughter Rosina up until August 10, 1798, 13 fl. 

6 x. 

 

19 

August 11, 1799 (S. 197f.) 

Uunauthorized baptism of Johann Georg Bentel 

 

Johann Georg Bentel’s, local citizen and cooper, also a first-rank Separatist, wife Maria 

Catharina, maiden name Huber from here, gave birth to a girl on august 2 at 8 o’clock in the 

morning in the presence of the local midwife Sara Huber.  She immediately reminded father 

and mother of the child that cooper Benthel should not forget to announce the birth of his 

child to the minister’s office and hand it over for baptism, to which he listened apathetically 

and did not appear; upon which the midwife fulfilled her duty to the minister’s office and 

reported what had happened; the minister in turn immediately sent the report to the school 

master with the order to appear at the minister’s office right away to discuss the necessary 

proceedings concerning the obstinate father; when he had been at the minister’s office for a 

little while, Separatist cooper Benthel showed up on his own, reported briefly that his wife 

had given birth to a girl and when the minister said he should bring the child to church to be 

baptized, he said that was not necessary since he himself had already baptized the child; this 
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illegal act has been put on record by the church convent and the following persons were 

questioned 

the Separatist father Johann Georg Benthel 

How did he come to baptize his new-born child on his own authority and totally illegally and 

without all cause? 

 He did not think much of baptism and baptism in church was merely a show. 

Why didn’t he think much of baptism and why was it merely a show? 

 He could see by watching all children that baptism was of no use to them. 

Why was it then that he baptized his child after all if he considered baptism useless and 

unnecessary? 

 He had only done it to beat the minister’s office to it. 

How had he baptized the child? 

 In the three highest names of God Father, son and holy ghost by sprinkling with water three 

times. 

Did he have any witnesses present? 

     No, there were no witnesses. 

Had he not known that Separatist Friedrich Kocher was sentenced to the justified fine of 10 

Thalers by the most gracious ruler because of the totally illegal act of uunauthorized baptism 

of his child? 

Yes. He had indeed known that and he was willing to accept whatever punishment was set. 

Decision:  The matter will be forwarded to the highly laudable common upper administration 

by the church convent and they would await the results. 

 

20 

December 6, 1799 (S. 200) 

Punishment of Johann Georg Rapp due to distilling of spirits, cutting of fire wood, 

sawing of wood during in the undercroft of the church. 

 

Separatist Rapp, because of the distilling of spirits, cutting of fire wood, sawing of wood 

during church on Sunday, D. XXVI after Trinitatis. 

Why did he begin his unruliness on Sunday? 

There had not been any other way. 

He must know that distilling of spirits and wood cutting are prohibited on Sunday anyway. 

Sunday did not bind anybody to celebrate it, it was a Jewish ceremony and within his house 

everybody could do as he pleased, but in spite all this they would keep Sunday for other 

people’s sake. 

Since these are the typical excuses of these people, he was sentenced without consideration 

of his groundless statements to pay 2 Pf. Heller each 45 x., such is 1 fl. 30 x., with the serious 
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declaration that this was not to happen again or else it would have to be reported to the higher 

authorities. 

 

21 

May 19, 1800 (S. 210) 

Penalties for Johann Georg Rapp and Johannes Hörnle 

 

Penalties due to school absences:  2 x. for each absence, four weeks allowed for payment. 

Johann Georg Rapp because of his daughter Rosina from August 10, 1798, to Georgi 1800 

for 585 absences 19 fl. 30 x. 

Johannes Hörnle because of his son Joseph from August 10, 1798 to Georgi 1800, 585 

absences 19 fl. 30 x. 

Both Separatists want to pay their penalties, but explained that due to their financial  

circumstances it would not be possible to do so within four weeks. 

 

22 

February 18, 1801 (S. 216-219) 

Uunauthorized baptism of Separatist Johann Georg Walz 

 

Johann Georg Walz, citizen and shoemaker, Separatist, whose wife Maria Catharina, maiden 

name Hekin from Weissach, gave birth to a girl on approximately February 15 in the presence 

of the assigned midwife Elisabeth Kühnlenin, was summoned on the above date because he 

had baptized his newborn child himself, on his own authority and in a manner that forestalled 

the minister’s office.  After the deed was done, he did indeed report to the minister’s office 

that he had baptized his child a little bit (in his own words) and had given her the name 

Sophie and that he would leave it up to the child in later years whether she would want to be 

baptized again or not.  He was therefore questioned about the reasons for his actions and at 

the same time, the midwife was questioned also. 

How had he come to baptize his child himself without any emergency? 

God had opened up the ministerhood of God to him. 

What was the meaning of this answer? 

He considered the suffering and dying of Christi as the ministerhood of God and for this 

reason he had resolved to this action and, as a father, had baptized his child himself. 

What did he mean by “a little bit”? 

Because baptism did not mean much to God, therefore he said he baptized a little bit and 

would leave it up to his child whether she wanted to be baptized again in 8 or 10 years. 

If he had such a low opinion of baptism and considered it merely a fable, he asked himself: 

Why did he baptize her anyway? 
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  Because he didn’t think much of the God upon which baptism was held in church and 

therefore he wanted to beat the church baptism to it (in his way) where baptism was 

considered perfection. 

How had he baptized his child? 

By sprinkling three times with water, upon which he had sacrificed his child to God and 

commended her with the words:  The Lord guides you on his path. 

Did he have any witnesses during the baptism and who were they? 

The midwife and his mother, the child’s grandmother. 

Could the midwife who had been present during this action attest to this? 

Yes. 

Whether he, Georg Walz, was aware of the existing order upon which Kocher, who had 

taken the same action upon himself, had been fined to 10 Thaler and it was threatened that a 

similar action would be punished more severe in the future? 

He could not answer that. 

Since he had already been a Separatist at the time of the order on June 8, 1798, and this 

order had been announced to all citizens he must have heard about it. 

He may have heard about it but it wasn’t important to him since he had had his two oldest 

children baptized in church. 

Would he voluntarily bring in his child according to the order and make the necessary 

preparations for that? 

He would not hamper the appearance (?) of the child, but he would not supply any witnesses 

and neither would he ask anybody to it. 

Continuation: 

Since Separatist Walz used some insulting and rude remarks against the minister’s office 

after the minutes were finished, he was then again questioned for the record why he made 

such rude offenses again the minister who had never given the slightest reason neither during 

this hearing nor in his whole attitude towards the Separatist other then maybe, in their 

opinion, the fact that he strives to adhere to the ducal orders which they would like to be 

suppressed and disobeyed; that he had the audacity not only to show the whole, in certain 

aspects very important, institution as trivial and insignificant but also compared those who 

hold that office with the same scribes and pharisees Jesus had lamented about; Who had the 

audacity to portray all their words and efforts as such that were contrary to the Kingdom of 

God and a desecration of God and his words. 

How come that he used such rude expressions against the minister after the minutes were 

completed? 

Because one did not accept the basic Protestant belief. 

Who did not accept the basic Protestant belief? 

The clergy. 

How could he prove that the clergy did not accept this reason? 
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He admitted that baptism meant nothing to god and the clergy accepted their belief like 

fools. 

How could he compare the real clergy with the scribes and pharisees? 

Because that’s what they were. 

In what way did the clergy work against the Kingdom of God and their words were a 

desecration of God’s word? 

Because according to Matthew 23 they were blind leaders. 

How could he prove that what Jesus had said about scribes and pharisees could be used to 

describe the true clergy? 

Because they did not accept the Christian church and disturbed (?) their parishes. 

To what extent did the minister’s office persecute the Separatists, as the mentioned Christian 

parishes? 

Because their meetings were not well liked so therefore they were persecuting theirs (?). 

Didn’t he know that the clergy who was subordinate to the sovereign had to follow his 

orders?  Why then did he say that it was a disturbance of his sect to have his child which he 

himself baptized be presented according to the order? 

 He could not state any other reason than that he had been declared a misfit by the spiritual 

and secular arm of the parish. 

 

23 

February 15, 1803 (S. 243-246) 

Denial of Confirmation by Separatists 

Self Baptism of Separatist Johann Georg Walz:  Hearing 

 

First of all, Separatists Georg Schmid, citizen and farmer, Georg Bentel, citizen and cooper, 

Friedrich Kocher, farmer, were summoned because they did not sign up their children for 

confirmation during confirmation enrollment, did not send them to church lessons either 

although the children would very much like to come.  They were questioned: 

Why did they not enroll their children for confirmation? 

Schmid said that because Christians hold onto superficialities and outward appearances he 

would not let his child be confirmed.  Bentel declared the same thing and Friedrich Kocher 

agreed. 

Were the children better behaved without confirmation? 

They would not believe that either. 

Why would they keep their children from the good things and didn’t send them to lessons? 

Why would they want to send them to lessons if they would not want to be confirmed 

anyway? 

If the children want to do it why did they keep them from it and make them fearful? 

They had to obey to their father’s will. 
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But they enjoyed the school lessons, why wouldn’t they enjoy the minister’s lessons? 

Because they were instructed for the confirmation.  Schmid claimed that if his boy said that 

he wanted to be confirmed, he wanted to have lessons, he wanted to be baptized and totally 

acquitted his father, then he would allow it. 

 

Second, Johann Georg Walz, local citizen and shoemaker, was summoned because he 

baptized his newborn baby himself without emergency. 

What was his name? 

Johann Georg Walz, shoemaker. 

Whether he had baptized his child according to his own statement? 

Yes. 

What did he name it? 

Johann Georg, just like himself. 

How did he perform the baptism? 

With prayer and in the faith of Jesus Christ, his transsubstantiation and death. 

Hadn’t he baptized it on the trinity of God? 

Of course, why not?  Father, son, and spirit. 

Had he baptized with water? 

Yes, with water. 

Were there any witnesses present? 

The midwife had been present, and his mother and ‘Geschweyher’117. 

Why had he illegally baptized the second child without emergency? 

Well, it did not matter whether he baptized it or it was baptized in church. 

Didn’t it matter whether something was according to the rules or was against all rules? 

It was not against the rules. 

But it was not proper that each father baptized his own child, it was up to the minister to 

baptize it! 

Yes, but freedom of spirit and conscience will achieve whoever may. 

But spirit and conscience would never go against divine or human order? 

It didn’t make any difference, it was baptized. 

Whether he had not learned by the punishment of Friedrich Kocher in the amount of 10 

Reichstaler that unauthorized baptism was not the correct thing to do? 

His matter had been forwarded to Stuttgart, and if he had another 25 children he would 

baptize them all. 

Whether he would have his child presented in church? 

He for his part would not be opposed to it. 

Whether he wanted to call any witnesses for the baptism? 

No, he didn’t know anything about it(?). 

 
117 Mother-in-law. 
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Why not? 

It had been baptized. 

Whether he would again confess what he had admitted during the announcement of the 

baptism at the common office (?) that he had had approval from Stuttgart, where the matter 

had been investigated, to baptize? 

He would leave that out but he insisted that he himself had received permission to do it. 

 

24 

July 23, 1803 (S. 268) 

Move of Johann Georg Rapp 

Two orders are read: 

1.  April 30, 1803 No strange Separatists, no meetings at night, no meetings during 

church services! 

2.  No uunauthorized baptisms! 

 

25 

November 12, 1803 (S. 272-274) 

Uunauthorized baptism of Johann Georg Bentel on October 18, 1803 

 

According to the new merciful electoral’s order dated about November 1, Johann Georg 

Bentel, cooper, who as a Separatist had baptized his new-born child on October 18 himself, 

was again summoned and questioned: 

Who had been present at his house when he had baptized his child? 

Nobody but his wife, who had still been confined and his little children who had gotten up 

from bed and were out and about. 

Why had he performed the baptism without any witnesses? 

They had always done it like that and he had already performed the baptism three times 

according to the minutes and nothing had happened after that. 

How and in what words had he baptized the child? 

He had taken water, sprayed the child three times, and while doing that he had spoken:  

Theodora, I baptize you in the name of God, father, son and holy ghost. 

Had he said a prayer while doing that or had spoken anything? 

This time, before the baptism he had read the complete psalm 135:  Praise the name of the 

Lord and after the baptism he had closed with psalm 136:  Thank the Lord, which he had read 

completely.  Each time during his baptisms, he had read a few psalms aloud in public. 

(Remark:  He emphasized the underlined words especially) 

Why hadn’t he asked his grown-up daughters to be present, wouldn’t it have been more 

edifying for the whole house if everybody had been assembled together and had struck up the 

Praise the Lord and Thank the Lord together? 
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He had always performed the baptism this way, had sat down with his wife and baptized.  

The daughters had been busy, one had been feeding the cattle and the other had lit a fire. 

Whether he swore before God that he had performed the baptism of his child just like he had 

just said although nobody had seen it? 

Yes! 

 

26 

January 14, 1804 (S. 286) 

Reading of the edict 

 

concerning the Separatists, to the assembled Separatists.  Judge Johannes Bentel is assigned 

and appointed as supervisor over the Separatists and their hours. 

 

27 

April 1804 (S. 286) 

Move of Separatist Johann Georg Wild, weaver, without his wife to the United States:  

Hearing of the married couple 

 

On this day, Johann Georg Wild, weaver, a Separatist and his Separatist wife Anna Maria, 

maiden name Bentlin, were officially questioned since he had announced that he would move 

to the United States alone, without his wife, and therefore he would rather leave her if she 

would not travel with him. 

 

What was his name? 

Johann Georg Wild, weaver. 

Whether he was going to move to the United States according to his own announcement? 

Yes, because his brothers were moving there, he planned on checking it out himself and 

check into the facts.  If he liked it, he would return and bring his family over.  He would not 

give up his citizen’s rights nor his allegiance, he would leave behind his property and would 

only take traveling money.  If he didn’t like it he would return. 

Whether he could leave his wife of 29 years and who he had promised lifelong faithfulness? 

He wasn’t leaving her for good, he was just taking a trip. 

Did it happen with her approval? 

Yes. 

Thereupon she was also questioned: 

What was her name? 

Anna Maria Wild, maiden name Bentlin. 

Whether she did not want to accompany her husband to the United States? 

No, indeed not. 
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Whether she would let her husband leave with her approval? 

Yes. 

Whether her husband forced her to answer in this way? 

No, it was her own free will. 

 

28 

May 29, 1804 (S. 293-296) 

Hearing of farmer Jakob Flattich d.J. (junior) since his wife left him under the pretense 

of accompanying other Separatists and moved to the United States 

 

Since Anna Maria Flattichin, maiden name Wildin, traveled to the United States together 

with other Separatists on May 1, 1804, and under the pretense of accompanying them to 

Knittlingen, left her husband, Jung Jacob Flattich, local citizen and farmer, in the most 

disloyal way, he was questioned as follows since she has not returned yet: 

What was his name? 

Jung (young) Jacob Flattich, farmer. 

How old was he? 

30 years. 

How long had he lived with his wife? 

At Candlemas it had been six years. 

Whether he had fathered any children with her? 

No. 

Whether they had lived together in peace? 

They had had no fights with each other. 

Why then did she leave him? 

He didn’t know, it must have been the Separatists. 

How long ago had she separated from church? 

Two years. 

Whether she had left with his knowledge, intention and approval? 

He could not say.  She had never mentioned a particular reason, his mother-in-law, the 

mother, didn’t know it either.  She just said to him that she would accompany the Separatists 

until Knittlingen and then come back home. 

What was she traveling with and where did she get money from? 

She had taken some cow money behind his back, also some money from selling fruits, about 

50 fl. Which he had put in a box and which he had planned to use to pay off new debt.  They 

had taken away all her cloths too, so that he did not have anything of hers, also beddings.  

Upon departure, they had talked him into helping loading since his father-in-law accompanied 

them; in his absence they had thrown beddings out of the rear window which were taken away 

by a Separatist seamstress and that’s how they had taken away her belongings. 
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Was the rumor true that she had sold items from their household goods to get the travel 

money? 

When Rapp’s and Bentel’s auction was held, she had sold items behind his back and when 

he learned of it and when he reproached her she had stated that they were just her black 

church cloths which she didn’t need any more and went straight to Vaihingen to buy different 

ones. 

What did he intend to do now?  Did he want to wait for her return any longer? 

He did not think so.  She would probably not return home because of her poor health.  She 

often almost died returning from Vaihingen.  Her letter of divorcement which she had left 

behind set him free.  Under such circumstances, considering his youth, his property and 

housekeeping, he wished to remarry. 

 

29 

September 12, 1809 (S. 77f) 

Questioning of Johann Georg Wild, who had return from the United States, about the 

death of his daughter Anna Maria Flattich on December 26, 1804, in Harmony. 

 

30 

March 19, 1810 (S. 88) 

Election of a Representative 

 

Because of the steady increase of Separatists, a representative has been elected who will pay 

special attention to outside visitors. 

 

31 

Report about Johann Georg Rapp and Christian Hörnle, no date (1792) (partly 

illegible due to ink stains)118 

 

What was his age and profession? 

Hans Jerg Rapp, 35 years old, linen weaver.  Christian Hörnle, 49 years old, farmer. 

Was he married and had children? 

Rapp has a wife named Christina, of Friolzheim, and 2 children, 1 boy and 1 girl, who he 

refuses to send to school against all orders.  Hörnle has a wife named Susanna, a local 

woman, and 6 children, 4 boys, 2 girls.  The 4 oldest, 2 boys, 2 girls, were turned into 

Separatists by their father, the 2 youngest ones attend school. 

Whether he was industrious, wealthy, intelligent, proud, domineering at home, quarrelsome, 

hypochondriacal? 

 
118 Attachment to the rescript book, unsigned. The illegible words are marked like this […] 
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Rapp had never enjoyed working and now even less, would rather go back and forth to his 

so-called brethren, visits others who are still uninhibited to spread out his principles.  Wealth 

is modest.  Has a mischievous mind, proud and high-spirited, which has undoubtedly led him 

to separatism, also domineering at home, as his mother who is still loyal to church has often 

found out, is not a hypochondriac but has unsettling eyes. 

Hörnle is industrious, has a considerable wealth, he is not too intelligent in his actions, has 

no charming pride, but a great portion of religious pride.  The minister knows nothing about a 

quarrelsome and domineering attitude at home, also nothing about a real hypochondria. 

Whether he had attended the meetings before and had god knowledge of God’s words, which 

[…] 

Both Rapp and Hörnle, together with other followers, have attended the Pietist meeting in 

the house of Johannes Weber here in town, they also understand testimony of the Bible as 

long as it stayed pure.  Soon thereafter, though, Rapp mixed in dogmas which he learned 

elsewhere with God’s truth and the separation happened immediately, and Christian Hörnle 

and others turned to Rapp as their leader and that’s how the local Separatists developed - by 

Rapp’s eloquence.  It can be easily seen what value God’s word has to them since they 

believe only as much of it as their Separatist-enthusiast dogmas allow. 

Hadn’t he been a soldier earlier? 

Neither one of the two. 

Hadn’t he been punished for a crime by the authorities? 

Rapp, who had always been a stubborn, insubordinate man, during his time as a weaver 

journeyman had resisted the merciful orders to order during children’s lessons and to attend 

Sunday school which had been reprimanded by the church convent119. 

Christian Hörnle was obeying the rules as a Pietist, but as a Separatist he fought against 

church and school institutions as can be seen in the minutes. 

How did he behave against the minister’s office?  Did he go to church? 

The behavior of both and other Separatists against the minister’s office is enormous.  Rapp 

has no respect at all for the minister’s office since he has appointed himself as high minister 

and principal teacher of his followers.  Christian Hoernle shares almost the same opinions as 

Rapp.  All clergy, not just the Iptingen minister are generally called Pfaffe (minister), stomach 

preacher (because we receive pay) who fattened themselves from their service […] 

Could one explain his tendency to effusion with psychological reasons? 

Rapp had been a brooder when he went to school already and did not pay much attention to 

teachers in church and school, during his adolescence he was a bad, malicious boy, which he 

[…] himself in the church convent minutes of April 15, 1789, he was a dreamer which he 

brought to light soon after he joined the Pietist meetings.   

Wasn’t there anybody behind him who pushed him into it? 

 
119 The church convent minutes have not been found. 
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The minister knows nothing about that.  That much is true that Rapp has many secret 

followers who may be just waiting until the number of his followers is large enough to carry 

out his plan and act as a leader we will found out in the future. 

Had he failed before in an endeavor to show off that he now leans to effusion? 

The minister knows nothing of a failed endeavor.  It is quite possible, though, that Rapp, 

who has a great mind but no money, became a dreamer in order to lift himself from the dust 

and become great by establishing a new religion.  Hörnle seems to be far from such an 

endeavor. 

Whether his wealth increased or decreased under such circumstances?  Does he receive a 

contribution from his proselytes so that he can live more comfortably than by working? 

Rapps wealth remains modest.  As chief of the Separatists, he receives flour, meat, 

bratwurst, strawberries, and other groceries from his proselytes near and far, especially from 

the Separatist of Markgröningen, the local miller120, because he often feeds Separatists in his 

house, so that he has a good time and can pursue his enraptures especially since he never liked 

to work. 

Christian Hörnle has a considerably good fortune and is sometimes only too eager about it.  

Feeds arriving Separatists from outside to a real disadvantage of his fortune. 

What else was his plan, why did he become chief of the Separatists? 

Rapp’s plan is to become big by gaining a lot of followers, then to appoint himself as their 

infallible leader and form statum in statu; which is attested by his remark, which was put on 

record, which was in the end:  His, Rapp’s, cause was against church, school and the entire 

religion by which the Wuerttemberg hierarchy would have to suffer greatly. 

 

 
120 Miller Johann Michael Weizsäker of Markgröningen joined the Separatists in 1791 together with his family 

(daughters Elisabeth Katharina and Maria Magdalena, sons Johann Heinrich and Johann Michael).  But in 1793 

the whole family returned to the church. 
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Separatists in Iptingen121 

 

[1]  Margarete Bentel, maiden name Strasser 

June 5, 1774 - March 9, 1829; Separatist 1810.   October 7, 1793 Johann 

Jakob Bentel, farmer.  Daughter of Melchior Strasser, farmer, and Anna Maria 

Mueller, Mönsheim.  Property: 1000 florins 

[1813, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[2]  Johann Georg Bentel 

*December 31, 1758, cooper.  January 30, 1781 Maria Katharina Huber [4].  

Son of Christoph Bentel, farmer, and Anna Katharina.  Uunauthorized baptism 

of his children August 3, 1799 and 1803.  Refuses to have his children Anna 

Maria (*July 20, 1785) and Johanna (*December 20, 1786) confirmed.  

Emigration to the United States with his family (wife and 8 children Johann 

Georg, Friederike, Anna Maria, Johanna, Johann Friedrich, Israel, Maria 

Katharina, Theodora) May 1, 1804. 

[1799, 1800, 1801, 1803] 

 

[3]  Johann Georg Bentel 

Cooper, *November 21, 1781.  Son of Johann Georg and Maria Katharina 

Bentel [2, 4].  Emigration to the United States May 1, 1804. 

 

[4]  Maria Katharina Bentel, maiden name Huber 

*January 12, 1769.  Johann Georg Bentel [2].  Daughter of Johann Georg 

Huber, farmer, and Anna Maria Strasser.  Emigration to the United States May 

1, 1804. 

[1800, 1801] 

 

[5]  Anna Maria Böhringer 

September 5, 1777 - May 23, 1837.  Daughter of tailor Johann Georg 

Böhringer and Katharina Barbara Conzelmann [6, 7]. 

 

[6]  Johann Georg Böhringer 

Tailor, February 28, 1752 - September 13, 1821.  Son of tailor Matthäus 

Böhringer and Margarete Schmidlin, Großglattbach.  July 23, 1776 

Katharina Barbara Conzelmann [7].  Böhringer refused to have his 14-year old 

daughter confirmed in 1791.  Daughters Anna Maria and Katharina Barbara 

have not been confirmed yet in 1795.  Emigration to the United States with his 

family (wife and son Johannes) May 1, 1804. 

 
121 Sources:  Reports and lists of names of the Separatists LKA A 26 Bü 474 (1790-1794); Bü 475 (1795-1800); 

Bü 476 (1801-1804); Bü 477 (1805-1812); Bü 478 (1813-1815); Bü 479 (1816-1817); Bü 480 (1818-1819); Bü 

481 (1820-1822).  The year of the list is shown in parentheses [ ].  Not all lists have been preserved; for example, 

there are no lists about Iptingen for the years 1814 and 1815.  Additionally, the correct biographical data have 

been checked in the Iptingen church archives.  Numbering of the different Separatists was done by the author.  

For abbreviations, see page 200. 
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[1791, 1795, 1801] 

 

[7]  Katharina Barbara Böhringer, maiden name Conzelmann 

January 1, 1752 - March 17, 1826.  Johann Georg Böhringer [6].  Daughter 

of Michael Conzelmann, farmer, and Susanna Margarete Rapp.  Sister of 

Johann Michael Conzelmann [9].  Emigration to the United States May 1, 1804. 

[1791, 1801] 

 

[8]  Katharina Barbara Böhringer 

*March 8, 1780.  Daughter of Johann Georg Böhringer and Katharina 

Barbara Conzelmann [6, 7].  Married (1822). 

[1794, 1822] 

 

[9]  Johann Michael Conzelmann 

Shoemaker, June 1, 1756 - December 22, 1836.  Son of Johann Michael 

Conzelmann, farmer, and Susanna Margareta Rapp.  January 30, 1781 Maria 

Dorothea Flattich [11].  Brother of Katharina Barbara Böhringer [7].  

Separatist 1798.  Property:  2000 florins.  In 1795, Conzelmann refused to 

send his daughter Maria Dorothea (*July 6, 1786) to school and did not have 

her confirmed. 

[1793, 1801, 1805, 1806, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[10]  Johannes Conzelmann 

Farmer, *November 16, 1748.  September 8, 1778 Eva Dorothea Mauer, 

daughter of blacksmith Georg Friedrich Mauer.  Son of Johann Michael 

Conzelmann, farmer, and Susanna Margareta Rapp [12].  Both children are 

confirmed.  Emigration to the United States with his family (wife Eva Dorothea 

and two sons Johann Friedrich and Johann Georg) May 1, 1804. 

[1793, 1795, 1801] 

 

[11]  Maria Dorothea Conzelmann, maiden name Flattich 

*April 29, 1755, Separatist 1798.  Johann Michael Conzelmann, shoemaker 

[9].  Daughter of Jakob Flattich and Anna Dorothea Reiss (?), Mönsheim. 

[1791, 1801, 1805, 1806, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[12]  Susanna Margarete Conzelmann 

September 14, 1725 - 1803.  Widow of Johann Michael Conzelmann (senior).  

Daughter of Martin Rapp, farmer, and Anna Maria. 

[1801] 

 

[13]  Anna Maria Flattich, maiden name Wild 

 Jakob Flattich jr.  Daughter of Johann Georg Wild, weaver, and Anna Maria 

Wild [49, 50]  Emigration to the United States May 1, 1804, under the pretense 

to just accompany the departing Separatists till Knittlingen. 
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[14]  Elisabeth Flattich, maiden name Bentele 

*December 17, 1782, Separatist 1810.  Johann Christian Flattich [15].  

Daughter of Johann Christoph Bentele, farmer, and Elisabeth Hörnle. 

[1820, 1822] 

 

[15]  Johann Christian Flattich 

Wine-grower, *December 14, 1786; Separatist 1808.  Son of Friedrich 

Flattich, farmer, and Anna Maria Rieger.  Elisabeth Bentele [14].  Property:  

1000 florins.  In 1819, a 15-year old son has not been confirmed yet. 

[1813, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[16]  Anna Maria Hörnle 

August 4, 1777 - March 4, 1837.  Before her marriage in 1797 she was 

confirmed in the sacristy.   August 6, 1797 Johann Friedrich Bentel, son of 

innkeeper Johann Albrecht Bentel.  Daughter of Christian Hörnle and 

Susanne Rieger [17, 23]. 

(1793, 1796] 

 

[17]  Christian Hörnle  

Farmer, March 29, 1743 - March 8, 1829.  February 16, 1762 Susanne 

Rieger [23].  Son of Christian Hörnle jr., farmer, and Maria Barbara Stahl, 

Malmsheim.  Separatist autumn 1786; since he has joined the Separatists, 

Separatist meetings take place in his house.  Property:  5500 florins (house 

and property).  In 1791, Hörnle refused to have his 14-year old daughter Anna 

Maria [16] confirmed.  In 1794, he refused the confirmation of his son Marx 

(*1782); in the same year he keeps his daughter Susanna (*1784) out of 

school.  After the emigration of Johann Georg Rapp and his group, Hörnle 

holds the meetings at his house.  “The only one who does not shave his beard 

because of a vow” (1813).  In 1819, he was still the man “with the unshaved 

beard.” 

[1791, 1795, 1801, 1805, 1806, 1813, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[18]  Christian Hörnle 

Farm laborer, July 29, 1774 - June 7, 1831.  Separatist 1795.  Son of Christian 

Hörnle and Susanne Rieger [17, 23].  Works for his father.  When he was 13 

years old, he refused to further attend school.  Not confirmed.  “Stupid” 

(1822). 

[1791, 1801, 1805, 1806, 1813, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[19]  Elisabeth Barbara Hörnle 

*February 6, 1771.  Daughter of Christian Hörnle and Susanne Rieger [17, 

23].  Unmarried.  Emigration to the United States May 1, 1804. 

[1793, 1801] 
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[20]  Israel Hörnle 

Farm laborer, September 30, 1767 - June 25, 1831.  Separatist 1795.  Son of 

Christian Hörnle and Susanne Rieger [17, 23].  Works for his father.  Not 

confirmed. 

[1791, 1793, 1801, 1805, 1806, 1813, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[21]  Johannes Hörnle 

Farmer, *January 1, 1760.  February 8, 1785 Maria Elisabeth Conzelmann 

[22]122.  Son of Johann Israel Hörnle, cooper and council member, and Maria 

Katharina Strasser.  Hörnle refuses to have his newborn child Josef (* May 5, 

1787) baptized.  Against his will, the child is baptized on June 8, 1787 after the 

sermon calling to repentance.  In 1795, he keeps his son out of school and 

refuses to have him confirmed.  Emigration to the United States with his family 

on May 1, 1804. 

[1791, 1795, 1801] 

 

[22]  Maria Elisabeth Hörnle, maiden name Conzelmann 

*December 16, 1759.  Johannes Hörnle, farmer [21].  Daughter of Michael 

Conzelmann and Susanna Margarete Rapp.  Sister of Michael Conzelmann [9].  

Emigration to the United States May 1, 1804. 

[1791, 1801] 

 

[23]  Susanna Hörnle, maiden name Rieger 

April 16, 1742 - August 11, 1796.  Christian Hörnle, farmer [17].  Daughter 

of counsel member Marx Rieger and Anna Maria. 

 

[24]  Anna Maria Huber, maiden name Schmid 

*December 16, 1754.  Separatist 1798.  Johann Georg Huber, farmer [25].  

Daughter of mason Johann Jakob Schmid and Anna Maria Haug, Glattbach. 

[1801, 1805, 1806, 1813, 1819, 1820] 

 

[25]  Johann Georg Huber 

Farmer, June 16, 1757 - December 17, 1826.  Son of Johann Georg Huber 

and Anna Maria Strasser.  May 13, 1783 Anna Maria Schmid [24].  Separatist 

1793.  Property:  5000 florins.  One daughter is confirmed in 1801.  Refusal of 

confirmation of daughter Christina Katharina (*1805).  Occasionally, the 

Separatists meet in his house (1806). 

[1801, 1805, 1806, 1813, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[26]  Johann Friedrich Kocher 

 
122 Obviously, Johannes Hörnle was divorced from his wife but returned to her.  See Arndt (note 4), p. 438. 
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Farmer, April 13, 1758 - August 19, 1836.  Son of baker Kaspar Kocher and 

Maria Elisabeth Hörnle.  (Heimerdingen) Spring of 1786 Judith Blankenhorn 

[27].  Separatist 1798.  Property:  2000 florins.  Self baptism of a child in 1799.  

Punishment:  10 Reichstaler because of Uunauthorized baptism, 1799.  

Another self baptism in March 1802.  Refusal of confirmation of daughter 

Katharina (1805).  In 1819, the children still aren’t confirmed. 

[1797, 1800, 1801, 1802, 1805, 1806, 1813, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[27]  Judith Kocher, maiden name Blankenhorn 

*1759 in Heimerdingen.  Johann Friedrich Kocher, farmer [26].  Daughter of 

Johannes Blankenhorn. 

[1794, 1801, 1805, 1806] 

 

[28]  Anna Maria Lang, maiden name Mauer 

November 22, 1759 - April 24, 1814.  September 3, 1776 Bernhard Lang.  

Widow (1805).  Daughter of blacksmith Friedrich Mauer and Christina Rieger.  

Sister of Georg Friedrich Mauer [31].  Separatist 1801/02.  Property:  800 

florins. 

[1805, 1806, 1813]. 

 

[29]  Elisabeth Dorothea Mann, maiden name Berger 

May 11, 1757 - December 12, 1798.  July 16, 1782 Johann Georg Mann, 

farmer [30]. Daughter of Jakob Friedrich Berger, linen weaver, and Katharina 

Nummer. 

[1794] 

 

[30]  Johann Georg Mann  

Farmer, March 30, 1757 - August 28, 1847.  Son of game warden Michael 

Mann and Esther Katharina Mauer.  July 16, 1782 Elisabeth Dorothea Berger 

[29].  Separatist 1793 (other sources say 1798).  Property:  2000 florins.  His 

daughter Maria Katharina (*September 14, 1784) and his sons Johann Michael 

(*September 28, 1786) and Jakob Friedrich (*October 29, 1796) are not 

confirmed.  Mann won’t let his daughter Esther Katharina (*May 15, 1791) be 

confirmed either (1805).  Occasionally, the Separatists meet at his house 

(1806). 

[1793, 1801, 1805, 1806, 1813, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[31]  Georg Friedrich Mauer 

Farmer, June 4, 1775 - December 27, 1847.  Son of blacksmith Georg 

Friedrich Mauer and Christina Rieger.  November 15, 1801 Katharina 

Barbara Böhringer [33].  Brother of Anna Maria Lang [28] and Jakob Mauer 

[32].  Separatist 1810.  Property:  2000 florins. 

[1813, 1819, 1820, 1822] 
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[32]  Jakob Mauer 

Farmer, September 24, 1763 - January 1, 1849.  November 13, 1792 

Johanna Maria Bentel, daughter of Thomas Bentel, farmer.  Separatist 1810 

(other sources say 1816!)  Property:  2000 florins.  Brother of Georg Friedrich 

Mauer [31]. 

[1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

[33]  Katharina Barbara Mauer, maiden name Böhringer 

*March 8, 1780, Separatist 1810.  Georg Friedrich Mauer [31].  Daughter of 

Johann Georg Böhringer and Barbara Conzelmann [6, 7]. 

[1813, 1819, 1820] 

 

[34]  Christina Müller, maiden name Flattich 

December 1, 1753 - September 11, 1820.  Johann Georg Mueller, 

shoemaker.  Daughter of Balthasar Flattich and Anna Barbara Weber.  Widow 

(1819).  Daughter Elisabeth Barbara (*July 9, 1788) is not confirmed. 

[1794, 1801, 1805, 1806, 1813, 1819] 

 

[35]  Christina Rapp, maiden name Benzinger 

*1758 in Friolzheim.  Johann Georg Rapp, linen weaver [36].  Separatist 

since 1785.  Emigration to United States May 1, 1804. 

[1791, 1801] 

 

[36]  Johann Georg Rapp  

Linen weaver, November 10, 1757 - August 7, 1847 Economy.  Son of Adam 

Rapp and Rosina Berger, Mönsheim.  (Friolzheim) February 4, 1783 

Christina Benzinger, Friolzheim [35].  Separatist since 1785.  Emigration to 

the United States, 1803, to found a Separatist settlement. 

[1791, 1794, 1795, 1801] 

 

[37]  Johannes Rapp 

Surveyor, *December 22, 1783 - 1811 Harmony.  Son of Johann Georg Rapp 

and Christina Benzinger [35, 36].  Not confirmed.  Emigration to the United 

States with his father 1803. 

[1791, 1801] 

 

[38]  Maria Barbara Rapp 

*October 21, 1765.  Daughter of Adam Rapp and Rosina Berger, Mönsheim.  

Sister of Johann Georg Rapp [36].  Separatist 1797.  Property:  200 florins.  

Unmarried.  Emigration to the United States 1817. 

[1801, 1805, 1806, 1813] 

 

[39]  Rosina Rapp 
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*February 10, 1786.  Daughter of Johann Georg Rapp and Christina 

Benzinger [35, 36].  Not confirmed.  Emigration to the United States May 1, 

1804. 

[1795, 1801] 

 

[40]  Anna Maria Schmid, maiden name Strasser 

April 26, 1743 - April 14, 1813.   February 7, 1769 Johann Michael Schmid, 

farmer. Widow.  Daughter of Michael Strasser, gravedigger and wine-grower, 

and Anna Maria. 

[1794, 1801, 1805, 1806] 

 

[41]  Friederike Dorothea Schmid, maiden name Weber 

*December 31, 1751.  Johann Georg Schmid, farmer [42].  Daughter of 

Johannes Weber, farmer, and Barbara Krämer.  Emigration to the United 

States July 16, 1804. 

[1801] 

 

[42]  Johann Georg Schmid  

Farmer, *December 11, 1752.  January 18, 1774 Friederike Dorothea Weber 

[41].  Son of Israel Schmid and Anna Maria Lauer.  Holds meetings at his 

house.  His daughter Friederika (*August 18, 1782) is not confirmed.  

Emigration to the United States with wife and two children July 16, 1804. 

[1801] 

 

[43]  Friederike Dorothea Walz, maiden name Heck 

*April 23, 1771.  Johann Georg Walz, shoemaker [44].  Daughter of Martin 

Heck, weaver, Weissach. 

[1801, 1803, 1813] 

 

[44]  Johann Georg Walz 

Shoemaker, *November 6, 1768.  January 22, 1797 Friederike Dorothea 

Heck [43].  II Maria Katharina Heck. Son of shoemaker Jonathan Walz and 

Susanne Margarete Kugel, Eberdingen.  Uunauthorized baptisms before 1801 

and on February 7, 1803.  Emigration to the United States May 3, 1817. 

[1794, 1801, 1803, 1805, 1806, 1813] 

 

[45]  Maria Katharina Walz, maiden name Heck 

*1772 Weissach.  II Johann Georg Walz, shoemaker [44]. 

[1805, 1806, 1813] 

 

[46]  Jonathan Walz 

Shoemaker, August 17, 1736 - March 16, 1809.  January 8, 1762 Susanne 

Katharina Kugel, Eberdingen [47].  Son of Lorenz Walz and Dorothea 

Elisabeth Königsberger.  The children of the couple have been confirmed. 
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[1791, 1801] 

 

[47]  Susanne Katharina Walz, maiden name Kugel 

December 9, 1740 Eberdingen - November 23, 1815.  Jonathan Walz, 

shoemaker [46].  Daughter of Johannes Kugel, weaver, Eberdingen. 

[1791, 1801, 1805, 1806] 

 

[48]  Anna Maria Wild 

*1766.  Separatist 1797.  Property:  300 florins.  Unmarried.  Her illegitimate 

child has been confirmed (1813). 

[1813] 

 

[49]  Anna Maria Wild, maiden name Bentel 

November 11, 1751 - 1809.  Johann Georg Wild, weaver [50].  Daughter of 

Jakob Bentel and Anna Maria Nummer. 

[1805, 1806] 

 

[50]  Johann Georg Wild 

Weaver, February 18, 1749 - August 25, 1834.  Son of Johann Georg Wild, 

weaver, and Anna Maria Lichtenberger, Ottenhausen.  November 15, 1774 

Anna Maria Bentel [49].  Separatist 1795.  Property:  1500 florins.  Widower.  

Follower of Christian Hörnle.  Emigration to the United States May 1, 1804 

under the pretense he would only make a trip to America. 

[1801, 1819, 1820, 1822] 

 

 

 

 indicates leaders of local meetings 
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